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Submission and Authority, 3 
 
We have been focusing on Submission to authority, because Submission leads to Authority.  
God is pouring out His Spirit in the AV and those who are trained in certain areas will be the 
ones that will be entrusted to steward this move of God as in grows and continues.  Everyone 
will benefit from this move of the Spirit, but not everyone will steward what God is giving. 
 
These studies will help to prepare us for a greater manifestation of the Spirit of God. 
 
Make us a King 
 

1 Samuel 8:1-9 
1  Now it came to pass when Samuel was old that he made his sons judges over Israel.  
2  The name of his firstborn was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were 
judges in Beersheba.  
3  But his sons did not walk in his ways; they turned aside after dishonest gain, took 
bribes, and perverted justice.  
4  Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah,  
5  and said to him, "Look, you are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now 
make us a king to judge us like all the nations."  
6  But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, "Give us a king to judge us." So 
Samuel prayed to the LORD.  
7  And the LORD said to Samuel, "Heed the voice of the people in all that they say to 
you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign 
over them.  
8  According to all the works which they have done since the day that I brought them up 
out of Egypt, even to this day—with which they have forsaken Me and served other 
gods—so they are doing to you also.  
9  Now therefore, heed their voice. However, you shall solemnly forewarn them, and 
show them the behavior of the king who will reign over them."  

 
v.5)  and said to him, "Look, you are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now make 
us a king to judge us like all the nations."  
 
Ultimately God was to be the King over Israel; however, He knew that this day would someday 
come.   
 

Deuteronomy 17:14-15 
14  "When you come to the land which the LORD your God is giving you, and possess it 
and dwell in it, and say, 'I will set a king over me like all the nations that are around me,'  



15  you shall surely set a king over you whom the LORD your God chooses; one from 
among your brethren you shall set as king over you; you may not set a foreigner over 
you, who is not your brother.  

 
It’s sad when God’s people want to be like everyone else around them.  We are to be different- 
we are to be something that causes jealousy to rise in others making them want to serve God as 
we do.  Instead we tend to want to look, sound, act and be established as everyone else around 
us, just as Israel wanted a king as the nations around them. 
 
Questions and Discussion:  Samuel was a great leader in many ways, but he was a weak leader 
in his home, making him a weak father.  This led to the people wanting a king instead of 
Prophets and Judges that God established.  Give other examples of how weak parenting leads to 
weak leadership (church leadership, governmental leadership, etc.).  What can you do to be a 
better leader inside and outside of the home? 
 
v.7)  And the LORD said to Samuel, "Heed the voice of the people in all that they say to you; 
for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them.  
 
Samuel was the Judge of Israel and the Prophet that God used to restore the Word of the Lord 
to Israel (prophecy).  As Judge and Prophet, Samuel was God’s mouth piece and for all intents 
and purposes the closest thing to a king that they had (earthly speaking); however, God was 
actually the King of Israel.  God ruled over His people through His Judges and Prophets.  When 
the people rejected Samuel and his sons they actually rejected God who was the true King and 
Ruler. 
 
We must remember that when we reject those in positions of authority over us we are actually 
rejecting God, because He was the one that set them into that position.  This is especially true 
when it comes to those in Spiritual Authority, such as the Five-Fold (Apostles, Prophets, 
Evangelists, Pastors and Teachers).  In the case of this story, the people should not have 
rejected the Judge and prophet that God established over them. 
 
Questions and Discussion:  Where in the Bible does God give people over to their own lusts and 
desires?  Why do you think this happens? 
 
Why did the People want a King? 
 
v.5)  and said to him, "Look, you are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now make 
us a king to judge us like all the nations."  
 
The reason the people wanted a king to rule over them was so they could be like the nations 
around them.  This train of thought came about because of a series of bad decisions and bad 
parenting. 
 



Eli was the high Priest that Samuel was entrusted to.   Eli had 2 sons that acted as priests and 
judges, and they were very wicked.  Samuel was raised up in the house of Eli to eventually take 
his place as Judge over Israel. 
 
Eli and his 2 sons died on the same day- the day the Ark was captured by the Philistines. 
 
Samuel rises to take the place of Eli and his sons. 
 
When Samuel was old he established his 2 sons as Judges over Israel.  The 2 sons of Samuel 
were wicked as well causing the people to want a king over them. 
 
Bad parenting and bad choices on Elis’s part led to bad parenting and bad choices on Samuel’s 
part.  Samuel’s bad parenting and bad choices led to the people wanting a king like other 
nations.  In v.3) it says, “his sons did not walk in his ways”.  Samuel established his two sons as 
Judges even though they refused to submit to his authority and leadership as their father.   
 

 
 
This should be a “wake-up call” for each and every one of us, because all of us are in some 
position of authority over others.  On account of this, this story shows us the importance of 
being a quality leader that makes right decisions for the people we are in authority over.   
 
Samuel was a great leader in most every area except with his own children.  He seemed to have 
learned his parenting skills from Eli even to the point of appointing his sons as Judges, even 
though they were wicked.  This Eli did as well. 



 
Questions and Discussion:  Properly raising children is far more important than we think.  When 
we look at children we often say, “They are our future.”  This is truer and more profound than 
we often think.  Samuel’s failure as a father affected the entire nation.   
 
What should have been Samuel’s response to the people when they said, “your sons do not walk 
in your ways”? 
 
What can you do to ensure your children grow up to be strong and righteous leaders in the 
community? 
 
Leaders (that’s all of you), others are expected to follow you and submit to your authority.  
How much better would it be if we as leaders developed ourselves into leaders worthy of 
being submitted to, not because of our position and title, but because of our character? 
 


