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The End of the World? Part 2 

 
Introduction: This study will help us to understand what led up to Jesus’ prophetic statements 
found in Matthew 24 and 25.  Matthew 24 we find the disciple of Jesus asking Him 3 questions.  
The rest of the chapter highlights His answers to those questions. 
 
In this study we will back up to take a look at what led up to the disciples asking Jesus about the 
destruction of the Temple, the time of His coming and the end of the age. 

 
Recap: Before we get into our study, we will take a moment to recap on the last study. 

 
Matthew 24:3   
Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, "Tell 
us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end 
of the age?"  

 
Age (165) aion 
A period of time, age 
 
This should be understood as, “what will be the sign of Your coming, and the end of this period 
of time?” 
 
If we put ourselves in the place of these early Jewish believers we would understand Jesus to 
be saying: 

• When the Temple is destroyed so is the Age of Moses 

• When the Temple is Destroyed there will no longer be Sacrifices 

• When the Temple is Destroyed there will no longer be a Priesthood 

• When the Temple is Destroyed there will no longer be Temple Centered Rituals 
 
The entire religious system of the Jews was about to be completely removed and destroyed. 
 
Think about what this meant for these Jewish believers.  Everything they ever knew (religiously) 
was about to be taken away from them.  These early believers and the Jews of this time were 
about to face the greatest transition of their time. 
 
Questions and Discussion: Imagine sitting with Jesus as He tells you, “Everything you hold dear 
(religiously) is going to be destroyed.”  How would you feel?  What would you be thinking? 
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Matthew 23 – What led up to the discussion of Matthew 24? 
 
When studying Matthew 24, it will serve us well to go to the beginning of the discussion.  Jesus 
comes into the Temple (Matthew 21:23 [read Matthew 21:23 thru Matthew 25:46]) the Chief 
Priests and the Elders of the people confront Him; keep in mind, in Matthew 21:12-17, we read 
how Jesus cleanses the Temple (Jesus overturns their tables).  This is the beginning of our 
understand of the events that led to the Matthew 24 discourse between Jesus and His disciples.  
For time sake we will begin at Matthew 23. 
 

Matthew 23:1-12 
1 Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples, 
2 saying: "The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. 
3 Therefore whatever they tell you to observe, that observe and do, but do not do 
according to their works; for they say, and do not do. 
4 For they bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men's shoulders; but 
they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers. 
5 But all their works they do to be seen by men. They make their phylacteries broad and 
enlarge the borders of their garments. 
6 They love the best places at feasts, the best seats in the synagogues, 
7 greetings in the marketplaces, and to be called by men, 'Rabbi, Rabbi.' 
8 But you, do not be called 'Rabbi'; for One is your Teacher, the Christ, and you are all 
brethren. 
9 Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven. 
10 And do not be called teachers; for One is your Teacher, the Christ. 
11 But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant. 
12 And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be 
exalted. 
 

Jesus uses this this time to teach the people of their responsibility to God and their leaders, but 
He also uses this time to rebuke the religious leaders for their hypocrisy.  
 
v.2-3) It is interesting that Jesus states that the Scribes and Pharisees “sit in Moses’ seat” 
showing they have authority and should be respected, but then He turns His attention to the 
hypocrisy of these leaders. 
 
The Hypocrisy of the Religious Leaders (v.4-7): 

• They bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men's shoulders 

• They themselves will not move them (heavy burdens) with one of their fingers 

• All their works they do to be seen by men 

• They make their phylacteries broad and enlarge the borders of their garments (outward 
piety) 

• They love the best places at feasts, the best seats in the synagogues, greetings in the 
marketplaces, and to be called by men, 'Rabbi, Rabbi.' 
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These religious leaders love the attention they get because of their position and title. 
 
Questions and Discussion:  If judgement was according to your submission to your church 
leaders, how would you do in the judgement?  Would you be safe and free from judgement?  
Or would you be punished with the disobedient and rebellious?  Why do you feel this way? 
 
Jesus Turns His Focus to the Religious Leaders 
 
 In v.13 Jesus directs His attention to the religious leaders. 
 

Matthew 23:13 
But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of 
heaven against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are 
entering to go in. 

 
Here Jesus begins His direct rebuke of the Scrobes and Pharisees (religious leaders). 
 
Jesus Rebukes the Religious Leaders (Matt 23:13-33): 

v.13) "But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  
v.14) Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  
v.15) "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  
v.16) "Woe to you, blind guides,  
v.17) Fools and blind!  
v.19) Fools and blind!  
v.23) "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  
v.24) Blind guides,  
v.25) "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  
v.26) Blind Pharisee,  
v.27) "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  
v.29) "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  
v.33) Serpents, brood of vipers!  

 
In v.33) Jesus asks, “How can you escape the condemnation of hell?”  These were the Church 
Leaders of the day.  Jesus tells the people to obey their leaders, then He rebukes the leaders 
for their unrighteousness.  It may seem strange to us today but knew that we will be judged for 
our part and what we are responsible for.  Others sin and failure is not an excuse for our own 
sin and failures. 
 
Questions and Discussion:  If this took place today, what would Jesus say about you?  Why do 
you feel this way?   
 
If you feel Jesus would rebuke you, what could you do to change the rebuke to a blessing?  
Please be specific.  
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Jesus Speaks to Jerusalem the Holy City 
 

Matthew 23:37-39 
37 "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are 
sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her 
chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 
38 See! Your house is left to you desolate; 
39 for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, 'BLESSED is HE WHO COMES IN 
THE NAME OF THE LORD!' " 

 
After rebuke the religious leaders of His day, Jesus turns His attention and words to Jerusalem 
the city.  Keep in mind, even though Jesus is directing His attention to the city, it is the leaders 
of the city that are responsible for the directions and actions of the city.  
 

v.37) "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who 
are sent to her!  

 
Most all the prophets sent to bring God’s people back to Him were killed by the Jewish people 
(under the leadership of the religious leaders).  Even John the Baptist rebuked the religious 
leaders of the day. 
 

How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks 
under her wings, but you were not willing! 

 
Jesus, the Messiah, was speaking to them.  He was in their presence and yet they rejected Him 
and the reason He came- their salvation.  The description given by Jesus is one of Love, Care 
and Protection.  These leaders rejected what God was doing and what God had for them.  This 
led to their destruction. 
 

v.38) See! Your house is left to you desolate; 
 
House- speaks of the House of God (Temple) as well as their own house.   
 
Desolate- uninhabited, deserted 
 
The Temple was going to be destroyed.  Those who lived in Jerusalem would be killed, 
displaced or taken captive and their homes destroyed or left desolate. 
 

v.39) for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, 'BLESSED is HE WHO 
COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD!' " 

 
In Matthew 21:1-11, Jesus came into Jerusalem on the Colt of a Donkey.  As He road on the 
Donkey into Jerusalem the people rejoiced, spread their clothes and Palm Branches on the 
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ground, while shouting: “Hosanna to the Son of David! ‘Blessed is He who comes in the Name 
of the Lord!’ Hosanna in the highest!”  
 
Jesus doesn’t point back to what just took place as He entered Jerusalem, but He points 
forward to a time in the future.  Jesus says here, “You shall see Me no more till you say, Blessed 
is He who comes in the Name of the Lord!” 
 
When Jesus comes back and ALL ISRAEL IS SAVED (Romans 11:26), the people will rise and 
shout, "Hosanna to the Son of David! 'BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD!' 
Hosanna in the highest!" (Matt 21:9). 
 
Conclusion:  Remember, this is leading up the questions Jesus’ disciples ask Him in Matthew 
24:3.  This conversation (along with the rebukes) Jesus had with the religious leaders of the day 
act as the backdrop to Matthew 24. 
 
Never forget to know the context of the passage you are studying.  To understand Matthew 24 
we must take a look at what led up to the Prophecy of Jesus about the destruction of the 
Temple. 
 
Questions and Discussion: How has this study of the End-Time helped you?  What have you 
learned that has given you better insight to yourself and your personal views?   
 
Looking at the present Church Leadership (not GWCC, but Church Leadership in a broad sense), 
if Jesus was here today, would the church world be Praised by Jesus or Rebuked by Jesus?  Why 
do you feel this way?  
 
 


