
Idols of the Heart









Proverbs 23:7
For as he thinks in his heart, so is he. "Eat 
and drink!" he says to you, But his heart is 
not with you.





Questions and Discussion: We understand that 
the heart must be clean so our thoughts and 
actions are clean.   
Why is this so important (in your own words)? 

All of us have had leaders that carried Idols of the 
Heart.   
How was it under their leadership?



Ezekiel 14:1-8
1 Now some of the elders of Israel came to me 
and sat before me.
2  And the word of the LORD came to me, 
saying,
3  "Son of man, these men have set up their 
idols in their hearts, and put before them that 
which causes them to stumble into iniquity. 
Should I let Myself be inquired of at all by them?



Ezekiel 14:1-8 (continued)
4  "Therefore speak to them, and say to 
them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: "Everyone 
of the house of Israel who sets up his idols in 
his heart, and puts before him what causes 
him to stumble into iniquity, and then comes 
to the prophet, I the LORD will answer him 
who comes, according to the multitude of his 
idols,



Ezekiel 14:1-8 (continued)
5  that I may seize the house of Israel by 
their heart, because they are all estranged 
from Me by their idols." '
6  "Therefore say to the house of Israel, 
'Thus says the Lord GOD: "Repent, turn 
away from your idols, and turn your faces 
away from all your abominations.



Ezekiel 14:1-8 (continued)
7 For anyone of the house of Israel, or of the 
strangers who dwell in Israel, who separates 
himself from Me and sets up his idols in his 
heart and puts before him what causes him 
to stumble into iniquity, then comes to a 
prophet to inquire of him concerning Me, I 
the LORD will answer him by Myself.



Ezekiel 14:1-8 (continued)
8  I will set My face against that man and 
make him a sign and a proverb, and I will cut 
him off from the midst of My people. Then 
you shall know that I am the LORD.





Idol of the Heart 

Anything that stands between God’s 
voice and our heart, or anything that 

we have set up in out heart that is 
bigger or more important than God.



Idols of the Heart 
Short List



Money 
Things



Security 
Some of the ways this Idol manifests 
• Control of ones surroundings 
• Controlling people 
• Isolation 
• OCD- Obsessive Compulsive Disorder  
(neat freaks)



Health 
• Being too focused on ones 
weight and appearance 
• Sickness and Disease (getting 
attention from sickness)



Family 
• Being a Helicopter Parent 
• Not letting go of Adult Children 
• Not letting go of Parents after 
moving out 
Guilt and Manipulation is usually at the root of 
these relationships



Sexual Immorality 
•Fornication (sex before marriage) 
•Adultery (sex outside of marriage) 
•Pornography 
•Sexual Rigidity (in marriage) 
•Homosexuality 
•Etc.



Addictions 
• Drugs 
• Alcohol 
• Tobacco 
• Food (coffee) 
• Sexual 
• Etc.



False Doctrines 
• Any teaching that diminishes 
God, His Lordship, His power, etc. 
    - i.e. most all end-time doctrine





Questions and Discussion: Think about those in 
important possessions (parents, employers, 
pastors, government, etc.)-  
Would you want people in these types of positions 
to speak into your life?   
Should we expect our leaders to be free of Idols 
of the Heart? 
If so, should we expect that of ourselves? 
Please Explain



2 Timothy 2:22-26
22  Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue 
righteousness, faith, love, peace with those 
who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.
23 But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, 
knowing that they generate strife.



2 Timothy 2:22-26 (continued)
24  And a servant of the Lord must not 
quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, 
patient,
25  in humility correcting those who are in 
opposition, if God perhaps will grant them 
repentance, so that they may know the truth,



2 Timothy 2:22-26 (continued)
26  and  that  they may come to their 
senses  and escape  the snare of the devil, 
having been taken captive by him to do his 
will.



Questions and Discussion: Paul tells us to, “Flee 
also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, 
faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord 
out of a pure heart.”  These things are to be 
pursued in a group, company or family of people.   

If comfortable with this, name those who you 
pursue these things with. 

How do you and your friends pursue things 
together?









Questions and Discussions: In your own words, 
describe Repentance.   

What was something you repented of?   

How did the process of repentance go for you? 

How did your friendship group help in your 
repentance?


