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The End of the World? 
 
In our previous study we took a look at the prophecy of Daniel 9:21-27.  We took the time to do 
the math and found that this prophecy wasn’t speaking of a time in the future but was 
completely fulfilled in the 1st coming of Christ and the Destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple 
in 70AD. 
 
While studying the Word of God in regards to what has been called “End-time Theology 
(Eschatology)” we have found that many are adding things that are not in the Bible. 
 
Example: 

• Many try to “add” a “Prophetic Gap” in the timeline found in the Image of the Kingdoms 
found in Daniel 2. 

 

• Many have also added a “Prophetic Gap” in the Prophecy of Daniel 9:21-27. 
 
In both of these prophecies the supposed Gap is not in the passage at all.  In both of these 
examples the Prophetic Gap is completely assumed.   
 

Questions and Discussion:  How do you feel when you are purposely lied to?  How do you feel 
when someone lies to you but they don’t realize they are lying (giving false information thinking 
its real)?   

 
The Danger of Adding To and/or Taking Away from Scripture: 
 

Deuteronomy 4:1-4 
1  "Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I teach you to observe, 
that you may live, and go in and possess the land which the LORD God of your fathers is 
giving you.  
2  You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take from it, that you may 
keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.  
3  Your eyes have seen what the LORD did at Baal Peor; for the LORD your God has 
destroyed from among you all the men who followed Baal of Peor.  
4  But you who held fast to the LORD your God are alive today, every one of you.  

 

Hosea 9:10   
I found Israel Like grapes in the wilderness; I saw your fathers As the firstfruits on the fig tree in 
its first season. But they went to Baal Peor, And separated themselves to that shame; They 
became an abomination like the thing they loved.  
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Proverbs 30:5-6 
5  Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust in Him.  
6  Do not add to His words, Lest He rebuke you, and you be found a liar.  
 
Revelation 22:18-19 
18  For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone 
adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book;  
19  and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall 
take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which 
are written in this book.  

 
It is clear by these passages that God is very serious in us taking Him at His word without adding 
anything or taking anything away.  He wants us to follow completely His unadulterated Word.   
 
Woe to those who add to or take away from the Word of God! 
 
The Destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple 
 

Matthew 24:1-4 
1  Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples came up to 
show Him the buildings of the temple.  
2  And Jesus said to them, "Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, not 
one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown down."  
3  Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, 
"Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the 
end of the age?"  
4  And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed that no one deceives you.  

 
In these opening verses of Matthew 24, the Disciples of Christ asked Him about the destruction 
of the Temple and Jerusalem. 
 
The Disciple ask Jesus these three questions: 

• When will these things be (the destruction of the Temple)? 

• What will be the sign of Your coming? 

• What will be the sign… of the end of the age? 
 
Jesus first answers His Disciples by saying, "Take heed that no one deceives you.”  His first 
concern was that His Disciples would not be deceived and lead astray. 
 

Deceive (4105) planao 
1) to cause to stray, to lead astray, lead aside from the right way 

    1a) to go astray, wander, roam about 

2) metaphorically  
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    2a) to lead away from the truth, to lead into error, to deceive 

    2b) to be led into error 

    2c) to be led aside from the path of virtue, to go astray, sin 

    2d) to sever or fall away from the truth 

        2d1) of heretics 

    2e) to be led away into error and sin 

 
This Jesus spoke to the Disciples that were with Him in His earthly ministry.  This also is the 
message of the day- “DO NOT BE DECEIVED!” 
 
Jesus answers all three questions asked by His Disciples.  We will tackle each question by itself.  
 

Question and Discussion: I once heard someone say, “the problem with deception is it so 
deceiving.”  We all have been deceived at one time or another.  Share a time you were 
deceived and how you came to the truth.  What can we do to keep from being deceived with 
false teaching? 

 
Tell us, when will these things be? (Matthew 24:3)  
 

Matthew 24:32-36 
32  "Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already become 
tender and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near.  
33  So you also, when you see all these things, know that it is near—at the doors!  
34  Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these 
things take place.  
35  Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.  
36  "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My 
Father only.  

 
After discussing the things that will take place, Jesus says these words.   
 
v.34) Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take 
place. 
 
Jesus began this portion by saying, “Assuredly, I say to you…”  He was clearly addressing those 
He was speaking to at that time and place- His Disciples. 
 
Jesus goes onto say, “this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place.” 
 
Keep in mind that Jesus was speaking directly to those that were with Him at that moment. 
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Jesus was clearly saying to those listening to Him, “the generation that we are in right now, 
they will experience these things.” 
 

A Generation in the Bible is 40 years. 
 
The generation from the Crucifixion of Jesus until the destruction of the Temple in 70AD. 
 
Crucifixion of Christ- 30AD  
Destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple- 70AD 
 
A complete generation from the Crucifixion of Christ would end at 70AD.  As we can see, the 
people of that generation saw the Words of Christ fulfilled in their time. 
 
Also, Matthew 24 is a continuation of the events of Matthew 23.  In chapter 23, Jesus rebukes 
the Scribes and Pharisees for their failures and sin as religious leaders. 
 
Jesus says this to the Scribes and Pharisees of His day: 
Matthew 23:32-39 
32  Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers' guilt.  
33  Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of hell?  
34  Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets, wise men, and scribes: some of them you will kill 
and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues and persecute from city to 
city,  
35  that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of 
righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the 
temple and the altar.  
36  Assuredly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation.  
37  "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to 
her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her 
wings, but you were not willing!  
38  See! Your house is left to you desolate;  
39  for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, 'BLESSED is HE WHO COMES IN THE 
NAME OF THE LORD!' "  
 
v.36) Assuredly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. 
 
“you”= The people He was speaking to at that time.   
 
There is nothing in the text that would indicate that Jesus was speaking to a generation 2000+ 
years in the future. 

 
And what will be the sign of Your coming….? (Matthew 24:3) 
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When we look at and ponder this question our first thought tends to be on the 2nd Coming of 
Christ.   
 
This is our “knee-jerk” reaction simply because this is how we have been taught and trained to 
think.   
 
As I have often said, “but what does the Bible say?”   
 
In order for us to properly understand this question we must understand what the Bible says 
about the question.  Or to put it another way, we must understand the Biblical background of 
the imagery Jesus used in this portion. 
 

Matthew 24:30   
Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the 
earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory.  

 
The Sign of the Coming of the Son of Man: 

• The Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with great power and great glory 
 
When we compare this passage with other passages using the same imagery we get a much 
clearer picture of what this means. 
 
God (Son of Man) coming in the Clouds- an Image of Judgement and Destruction 
 

Psalm 18:9-12 
9  He bowed the heavens also, and came down With darkness under His feet.  
10  And He rode upon a cherub, and flew; He flew upon the wings of the wind.  
11  He made darkness His secret place; His canopy around Him was dark waters And 
thick clouds of the skies.  
12  From the brightness before Him, His thick clouds passed with hailstones and coals of 
fire.  
 
Psalm 104:2-4 
2  Who cover Yourself with light as with a garment, Who stretch out the heavens like a 
curtain.  
3  He lays the beams of His upper chambers in the waters, Who makes the clouds His 
chariot, Who walks on the wings of the wind,  
4  Who makes His angels spirits, His ministers a flame of fire.  
 
Joel 2:1-3 
1  Blow the trumpet in Zion, And sound an alarm in My holy mountain! Let all the 
inhabitants of the land tremble; For the day of the LORD is coming, For it is at hand:  
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2  A day of darkness and gloominess, A day of clouds and thick darkness, Like the 
morning clouds spread over the mountains. A people come, great and strong, The like of 
whom has never been; Nor will there ever be any such after them, Even for many 
successive generations.  
3  A fire devours before them, And behind them a flame burns; The land is like the 
Garden of Eden before them, And behind them a desolate wilderness; Surely nothing 
shall escape them.  
 
Zephaniah 1:14-16 
14  The great day of the LORD is near; It is near and hastens quickly. The noise of the day 
of the LORD is bitter; There the mighty men shall cry out.  
15  That day is a day of wrath, A day of trouble and distress, A day of devastation and 
desolation, A day of darkness and gloominess, A day of clouds and thick darkness,  
16  A day of trumpet and alarm Against the fortified cities And against the high towers.  
 
Nahum 1:3-4 
3  The LORD is slow to anger and great in power, And will not at all acquit the wicked. 
The LORD has His way In the whirlwind and in the storm, And the clouds are the dust of 
His feet.  
4  He rebukes the sea and makes it dry, And dries up all the rivers. Bashan and Carmel 
wither, And the flower of Lebanon wilts.  
 
Revelation 1:7 
Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced 
Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.  

 
“they who pierced Him” is a direct reference to those who actually pierced Him at His 
crucifixion. 
 

Matthew 26:62-64 
62  And the high priest arose and said to Him, "Do You answer nothing? What is it these 
men testify against You?"  
63  But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest answered and said to Him, "I put You under 
oath by the living God: Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God!"  
64  Jesus said to him, "It is as you said. Nevertheless, I say to you, hereafter you will see 
the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds of 
heaven."  

 
Note: This Jesus said mere moments before being taken to be Crucified. 
 
“you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds 
of heaven." 
 
Jesus was speaking directly to the High Priest of His day. 
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Very Important:  In all these passages we find that when God (or Jesus) comes in the clouds it 
does not necessarily mean that He will physically come.  It is a reference to God (Christ) coming 
in judgement.  

 

Question and Discussion: As we can see from this passage and the accompanying passages, the 
Bible will explain itself if we study it.  The answers are in scriptures, but we must dig and find 
the answers. 
 
Acts 17:10-11 
10 Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea. When they arrived, 
they went into the synagogue of the Jews. 
11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with 
all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so. 
 
Why is it important to search the Scriptures daily (beyond the obvious)?  Share a testimony of 
how you found revelation in the Bible on your own and what that did for you. 

 
Continued: 
 

Matthew 24:30   
Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the 
earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory.  

 
If this is speaking of the 2nd Coming of Christ as is taught by most then we have a problem.  The 
2nd Coming of Christ is supposed to be a Blessed Event- an event to be celebrated.  If this is truly 
the 2nd Coming of Christ then why would “all the tribes of the earth mourn…”  When, “they see 
the Son of Man coming…”?  Wouldn’t God’s people be rejoicing at His Coming? 
 
And what will be the sign… of the end of the age? 
 
The answer to this portion of the overall question is partially answered in our last section.  
When destruction comes to Jerusalem and the Temple that will be the “end of the age”. 
 

Matthew 24:3   
Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, "Tell 
us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end 
of the age?"  

 
Age (165) aion 
A period of time, age 
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This should be understood as, “what will be the sign of Your coming, and the end of this period 
of time?” 
 
If we put ourselves in the place of these early Jewish believers we would understand Jesus to 
be saying: 

• When the Temple is destroyed so is the Age of Moses 

• When the Temple is Destroyed there will no longer be Sacrifices 

• When the Temple is Destroyed there will no longer be a Priesthood 

• When the Temple is Destroyed there will no longer be Temple Centered Rituals 
 
The entire religious system of the Jews was about to be completely removed and destroyed. 
 
Think about what this meant for these Jewish believers.  Everything they ever knew (religiously) 
was about to be taken away from them.  These early believers and the Jews of this time were 
about to face the greatest transition of their time. 
 

Question and Discussion: How has the Study of Victorious Eschatology changed your 
understanding of World Events? 
 
How has the Study of Victorious Eschatology changed your understanding of your relationship 
with God? 
 
How has the Study of Victorious Eschatology changed your understanding of those around you? 

 


