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Strike the Rock 
 
There is a progression of maturity for all who come to Christ.  If we want to grow and fulfil the 
call of God, we grow (go) through a maturing process.  This process can be summed up in this: 
Strike the Rock, Speak to the Rock and Strike the enemy.  This outline will help us to understand 
the process as we grow in Christ. 
 

Exodus 17:5, 6 
5  And the LORD said to Moses, "Go on before the people, and take with you some of 
the elders of Israel. Also take in your hand your rod with which you struck the river, and 
go.  
6  Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike the 
rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink." And Moses did so in the 
sight of the elders of Israel.  

 
Note: The Rock represents Christ. 
 
Question: Why would God ask Moses to strike the Rock?  Keep in mind that God could have 
made water in any other manner.  Why Strike the Rock? 
 

1 Corinthians 10:4 
and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, 
and that Rock was Christ.  

 

• We must first learn to contend with Christ, wrestling with Him to secure the blessings 
and promises that He has promised us. 

 

Jude 3 
Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it 
necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for 
all delivered to the saints.  
 
Matthew 11:12 
And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and 
the violent take it by force.  

 

• Just as Jacob wrestled with God until he received a blessing, we too must learn to “strike 
the Rock” to bring forth the water (Holy Spirit). 
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Question: What does it mean to, Strike the Rock?  Contend earnestly for the faith?  Take the 
Kingdom of heaven by force? 
 
Speak to the Rock 
 

Numbers 20:8-12 
8  "Take the rod; you and your brother Aaron gather the congregation together. Speak 
to the rock before their eyes, and it will yield its water; thus you shall bring water for 
them out of the rock, and give drink to the congregation and their animals."  
9  So Moses took the rod from before the LORD as He commanded him.  
10  And Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock; and he said 
to them, "Hear now, you rebels! Must we bring water for you out of this rock?"  
11  Then Moses lifted his hand and struck the rock twice with his rod; and water came 
out abundantly, and the congregation and their animals drank.  
12  Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, "Because you did not believe Me, to 
hallow Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this 
assembly into the land which I have given them."  

 
Note: After we have wrestled (contended) with Christ we come to a deeper aspect of our 
relationship with Him.   
 

• When we first came into the Kingdom we came in fighting 
 

• Once in the Kingdom we come to know (intimacy) the King (Christ- the Rock) 
 

• Once our relationship with Christ develops into a true friendship we no longer have to 
wrestle and contend for the blessings He has promised 

 

• It is in this place of friendship and intimacy that we can, “speak to the Rock” 
 
Question: Why do you suppose God expected Moses to Speak to the Rock when before Moses 
was to Strike the Rock?  What changed? 
 
Strike the Enemy 
 

Joshua 6:20, 21 
20  So the people shouted when the priests blew the trumpets. And it happened when 
the people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, 
that the wall fell down flat. Then the people went up into the city, every man straight 
before him, and they took the city.  
21  And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, young and 
old, ox and sheep and donkey, with the edge of the sword.  
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Note: We cannot fully understand how to strike our enemy until we, “strike the Rock” and 
“speak to the Rock.” 
 

• After our relationship with Christ has grown to the place where we, “speak to the Rock” 
and drink freely of the water He gives, then we are at the place we need to be to strike 
the enemy and enter fully into our promises. 

 

Rock= Christ 
1st we must “strike the Rock”- Wrestle with God 
2nd we grow in our relationship with God so that we are the “speak to the Rock”- Speak as a 
friend with God 
3rd we can then enter our promise and strike our enemy 

 
Question: There is a progression of Striking the Rock, to Speaking to the Rock and finally 
Striking the enemy.   Does this progression make sense to you?  What captures your attention 
the most in this progression? 
 
Conclusion: We have entered into the season of time that we are to “speak to the Rock.”   
 

• We have “wrestled and contended” with God and for the faith that now we have come 
to the place where we are to “Speak to the Rock.” 

 

• What we used to have to fight for is now ours for the asking. 
 

• What we used to have to wrestle with God for is now freely given to us by simply 
“speaking to the Rock.” 
 

Question: After studying this outline and answering the questions, what area in your life do you 
realize you need to work on?   


