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Greater Works Christian Church 
Robert A. Enos 

Founder and Lead Apostle 
 
End of the Word? Part 3 
 
Matthew 24 (the breakdown) 
 
Recap: We begin our study at Matthew 24:1-3.  We will take a look at the questions the 
disciples of Jesus ask Him after He told them about the destruction of the Temple. 
 

Matthew 24:1-3 
1 Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples came up to show 
Him the buildings of the temple. 
2 And Jesus said to them, "Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, 
not one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown down." 
3 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, "Tell 
us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end 
of the age?" 

 
The Three Questions: 

• When will these things be?  

• What will be the sign of Your coming…? 

• What will be the sign… of the end of the age?" 
 
We have skimmed over these questions briefly.  This study will give more thorough attention to 
each point Jesus gave in His answers. 
 
Matthew 24:34 
Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take 
place. 
 

Matthew 23:36 
Assuredly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. 

 
After describing the things that must take place, Jesus tells His disciples that it will happen in 
the present Generation.   
 
Biblically a generation is 40 years.  The Temple was destroyed within that 40 year window (that 
generation).   
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Questions and Discussion:  How has the study of the End Times affected you?  Feel free to 
share positive and negative results of this teaching.  Is this study helping to give a clearer 
picture of how we are to live today?  If so, how? 

 
Many Christs? 
 

Matthew 24:4-5 
4 And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed that no one deceives you. 
5 For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many. 

 
After the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus many began to claim themselves to be the 
Messiah.   
 

• Theudas, c. 44 CE (Jewish Antiquities 20.97; Acts 5:36?) 

• James and Simon, c. 46 CE, sons of Judas the Galilean, crucified by Tiberius Alexander, 
nephew of Philo, who was Procurator 46-48 CE (Jewish Antiquities 20.102) 

• “The Egyptian” c. 50s CE (Jewish Antiquities 20.169-171; Jewish War 2.261-263;  
Acts 21:38) 

• Eleazar son of Dineus/Deinaeus, c. 52 CE under Felix (Jewish War 2.253; Jewish 
Antiquities 20:161) 

• Menachem, son of Judas the Galilean, 66 CE (Jewish War 2:433-448) 
 
This is merely a short list of those who rose up claiming to be the Messiah.  This took place just 
as Jesus predicted. 
 
Wars and Rumors of War 
 

Matthew 24:6-7 
6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these 
things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 
7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be 
famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. 

 
Jesus predicted this in a time known as “Pax Romana” which is Latin for Roman Peace.  This was 
approximately 200 years of relative peace within the Roman empire. 
 
However, this was not a time of peace for the Jewish people as Josephus shows us in his works, 
The War of the Jews.   
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Pax Romana 
Wikipedia 
 
The Pax Romana (Latin for "Roman Peace") is a roughly 200-year-long period in Roman 
history which is identified with increased and sustained inner hegemonial 
peace and stability (though not meaning without wars, expansion and revolts). It is traditionally 
dated as commencing from the accession of Caesar Augustus, founder of the Roman principate, 
in 27 BC and concluding in 180 AD with the death of Marcus Aurelius, the last of the "Five Good 
Emperors".[1] Since it was inaugurated by Augustus with the end of the Final War of the Roman 
Republic, it is sometimes called the Pax Augusta. During this period of approximately two 
centuries,[2] the Roman Empire achieved its greatest territorial extent and its population 
reached a maximum of up to 70 million people.[3] According to Cassius Dio, the dictatorial reign 
of Commodus, later followed by the Year of the Five Emperors and the crisis of the third 
century, marked the descent "from a kingdom of gold to one of iron and rust".[4] 
 
The Pax Romana is said to have been a "miracle" because prior to it there had never been 
peace for so many centuries in a given period of history. However, Walter Goffart wrote: "The 
volume of the Cambridge Ancient History for the years AD 70–192 is called 'The Imperial Peace', 
but peace is not what one finds in its pages".[5] 

 

War of the Jews 
Josephus 
 
Book 2, Chapter 18 
 
THE CALAMITIES AND SLAUGHTERS THAT CAME UPON THE JEWS. 
1. NOW the people of Cesarea had slain the Jews that were among them on the very same day 
and hour [when the soldiers were slain], which one would think must have come to pass by the 
direction of Providence; insomuch that in one hour’s time above twenty thousand Jews were 
killed, and all Cesarea was emptied of its Jewish inhabitants; for Florus caught such as ran away, 
and sent them in bonds to the galleys. Upon which stroke that the Jews received at Cesarea, the 
whole nation was greatly enraged; so they divided themselves into several parties, and laid waste 
the villages of the Syrians, and their neighboring cities, Philadelphia, and Sebonitis, and Gerasa, 
and Pella, and Scythopolis, and after them Gadara, and Hippos; and falling upon Gaulonitis, some 
cities they destroyed there, and some they set on fire, and then went to Kedasa, belonging to the 
Tyrians, and to Ptolemais, and to Gaba, and to Cesarea; nor was either Sebaste [Samaria] or 
Askelon able to oppose the violence with which they were attacked; and when they had burnt 
these to the ground; they entirely demolished Anthedon and Gaza; many also of the villages that 
were about every one of those cities were plundered, and an immense slaughter was made of 
the men who were caught in them. 
3. And thus far the conflict had been between Jews and foreigners; but when they made 
excursions to Scythopolis, they found Jew that acted as enemies; for as they stood in battle-
array with those of Scythopolis, and preferred their own safety before their relation to us, they 
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fought against their own countrymen; nay, their alacrity was so very great, that those of 
Scythopolis suspected them. 
 
The number that was slain was above thirteen thousand, and then they plundered them of all 
that they had. 
 
5. Besides this murder at Scythopolis, the other cities rose up against the Jews that were among 
them; those of Askelon slew two thousand five hundred, and those of Ptolemais two thousand, 
and put not a few into bonds; those of Tyre also put a great number to death, but kept a 
greater number in prison; moreover, those of Hippos, and those of Gadara, did the like while 
they put to death the boldest of the Jews, but kept those of whom they were afraid in custody; 
as did the rest of the cities of Syria, according as they every one either hated them or were 
afraid of them; only the Antiochtans the Sidontans, and Apamians spared those that dwelt with 
them, and would not endure either to kill any of the Jews, or to put them in bonds. 
 
8. Now when he perceived that those who were for innovations would not be pacified till some 
great calamity should overtake them, he sent out upon them those two Roman legions that 
were in the city, and together with them five thousand other soldiers, who, by chance, were 
come together out of Libya, to the ruin of the Jews. They were also permitted not only to kill 
them, but to plunder them of what they had, and to set fire to their houses. These soldiers 
rushed violently into that part of the city that was called Delta, where the Jewish people lived 
together, and did as they were bidden, though not without bloodshed on their own side also; 
for the Jews got together, and set those that were the best armed among them in the forefront, 
and made a resistance for a great while; but when once they gave back, they were destroyed 
unmercifully; and this their destruction was complete, some being caught in the open field, and 
others forced into their houses, which houses were first plundered of what was in them, and 
then set on fire by the Romans; wherein no mercy was shown to the infants, and no regard had 
to the aged; but they went on in the slaughter of persons of every age, till all the place was 
overflowed with blood, and fifty thousand of them lay dead upon heaps; nor had the remainder 
been preserved, had they not be-taken themselves to supplication. So Alexander commiserated 
their condition, and gave orders to the Romans to retire; accordingly, these being accustomed 
to obey orders, left off killing at the first intimation; but the populace of Alexandria bare so very 
great hatred to the Jews, that it was difficult to recall them, and it was a hard thing to make 
them leave their dead bodies. 
 
Note: This is merely a portion of the Wars and Rumors of War; Nations rising against Nation.  
These wars were happening throughout the Roman empire and were primarily against the Jews 
(although not entirely against the Jews only).   
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There will be Famines 
 
“And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places.” 
 
After the Resurrection of Jesus all the things He predicted begun to break out in that region of 
the world.   
 
Keep in mind, Jesus was the “Stone cut without hands, which struck the image on its feet of iron 
and clay” (Daniel 2:34).    
 
The main focus was the Temple. This is the center of it all.  Jerusalem would be the secondary 
focus, and after Jerusalem the Jewish people.  Keep in mind all of these were part of the Roman 
Empire.   

THE TEMPLE – JERUSALEM – THE JEWISH PEOPLE – THE ROMAN EMPIRE 
 

Questions and Discussion:  The Bible is clear in that Matthew 24 and what we call End-Time 
Theology is centered in Jerusalem (Temple) and as Jerusalem pertains to the Roman Empire.  
Why do you suppose so many today try to make it about the USA or some other nation (such as 
the E.U. [European Union])?  Is this an honest mistake, or is there something more sinister behind 
it?  Please explain.  

 
Acts 11:28 
Then one of them, named Agabus, stood up and showed by the Spirit that there was 
going to be a great famine throughout all the world, which also happened in the days of 
Claudius Caesar. 

 
There was a major famine during the Reign of Claudius Caesar.  Claudius Caesar ruled from 41-
54AD.  This shows that the famines took place just as Jesus predicted. 
 
The famine was so severe that offerings were taken to help the church in the effected area.   
 

Acts 11:29-30 
29 Then the disciples, each according to his ability, determined to send relief to the 
brethren dwelling in Judea. 
30 This they also did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul. 

 
Acts 11:28-30 speaks clearly of the Famine and the relief monies collected for those in Judea.  1 
Corinthians 16:13 is believed to be speaking of the Relief for the famine in Acts 11. 
 

1 Corinthians 16:1-3 
1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given orders to the churches of 
Galatia, so you must do also: 
2 On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he 
may prosper, that there be no collections when I come. 
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3 And when I come, whomever you approve by your letters I will send to bear your gift to 
Jerusalem. 

 

War of the Jews 
Josephus 
Book 5, Chapter 10 
 
3. It was now a miserable case, and a sight that would justly bring tears into our eyes, how men 
stood as to their food, while the more powerful had more than enough, and the weaker were 
lamenting [for want of it.] But the famine was too hard for all other passions, and it is 
destructive to nothing so much as to modesty; for what was otherwise worthy of reverence was 
in this case despised; insomuch that children pulled the very morsels that their fathers were 
eating out of their very mouths, and what was still more to be pitied, so did the mothers do as 
to their infants; and when those that were most dear were perishing under their hands, they 
were not ashamed to take from them the very last drops that might preserve their lives: and 
while they ate after this manner, yet were they not concealed in so doing; but the seditious 
every where came upon them immediately, and snatched away from them what they had 
gotten from others; for when they saw any house shut up, this was to them a signal that the 
people within had gotten some food; whereupon they broke open the doors, and ran in, and 
took pieces of what they were eating almost up out of their very throats, and this by force: the 
old men, who held their food fast, were beaten; and if the women hid what they had within 
their hands, their hair was torn for so doing; nor was there any commiseration shown either to 
the aged or to the infants, but they lifted up children from the ground as they hung upon the 
morsels they had gotten, and shook them down upon the floor. But still they were more 
barbarously cruel to those that had prevented their coming in, and had actually swallowed 
down what they were going to seize upon, as if they had been unjustly defrauded of their right. 
They also invented terrible methods of torments to discover where any food was, and they 
were these to stop up the passages of the privy parts of the miserable wretches, and to drive 
sharp stakes up their fundaments; and a man was forced to bear what it is terrible even to hear, 
in order to make him confess that he had but one loaf of bread, or that he might discover a 
handful of barley-meal that was concealed; and this was done when these tormentors were not 
themselves hungry; for the thing had been less barbarous had necessity forced them to it; but 
this was done to keep their madness in exercise, and as making preparation of provisions for 
themselves for the following days.  

 
There will be… Pestilence 
 
“And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places.” 
 
The famine and bloodshed lead to disease and “pestilence of mind.”  Quite simply, the people 
were losing their minds because of the bloodshed and death caused by the famine and fighting. 
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There will be… Earthquakes 
 
“And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places.” 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/romans/pompeii_portents_01.shtml 
From: BBC 
 
The earthquake of AD 63 caused extensive damage to both Pompeii and Herculaneum, as we 
can see from repairs made to the buildings. Some areas seem to have been worse affected than 
others - there are cases where entire houses were demolished and reduced to agricultural land. 
Upper floors would have been particularly badly affected - and indeed some buildings do have 
blocked-up doors at the top, indicating that the higher floors had been abandoned. 

 

Victorious Eschatology 
Dr. Harold Eberle 
 
Quoting: An Eschatology of Victory 
J. Marcellus Kik 
 
“The writers of the period also tell us about earthquakes in Colossae, Smyrna, Miletus, Chios, 
Laodicea, Samos, Hierapolis, Campania, Crete, Rome and Judea.” 

 
Acts 16:25-26 
25 But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 
prisoners were listening to them. 
26 Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were 
shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone's chains were loosed. 

 
Not only does the history books speak of earthquakes during this time period, but we find an 
earthquake in the book of Acts.  Not only did this earthquake fulfill the predictive prophecy of 
Jesus, but set Paul and Silas free from the prison. 
 
Conclusion:   
 

Matthew 24:34 
Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things 
take place. 

 
The scriptures are true.  The generation Jesus was speaking experienced all these things.  All 
these things took place leading up to the destruction of the Temple in 70 AD.   
 
These truths should shape our thinking and drive us to bigger and better things. 
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Questions and Discussion: If most all of Matthew 24 (End-Times) was fulfilled by 70AD, what 
should we expect today, and in our future?  In your opinion how does this affect you in your 
understanding of your own relationship with Christ?  How does this affect your relationship 
with those around you (friends, family and church)?  How does this affect the way you engage 
the nonbeliever? 


