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The Baptism in the Holy Spirit, Part 1 
 
Introduction: Since the onset of the Pentecostal Movement much has been written and taught 
on the subject of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Many good books and resources have been 
developed giving great insight into this wonderful event.   
   
It does us good to refresh our understanding about this subject, and to renew our faith in this 
area.  The Baptism in the Holy Spirit is the key to the church’s power.  Without it we are left 
with mere creeds and dogmas that cannot truly change anyone.  With the Holy Spirit filling and 
empowering us we can bring great and powerful change to the world around us.  This is the 
reason why we need to understand this Spirit Baptism and walk in the power it promises. 
 
The Greatest Promise to the World 

 
John 3:16 
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

 
Note: This is hands down the greatest promise made to mankind.  God loves man so much that 
He gave the Son of His love, His only begotten, so that we could be saved from the penalty of 
sin and have eternal life.  This is a powerful, life changing revelation. 
 

Question: Why is John 3:16 the Greatest Promise to the World? Please explain in your own 
words. 

 
The Greatest Promise to the Church 
 

Acts 1:8 
But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. 

 
Note: When we speak about the Baptism with the Holy Spirit, we in no way want to imply that 
it is to be exalted above the Redemptive Work of Christ (Salvation).  It is recognized that the 
principal work of the Holy Spirit is to exalt Christ.  It is also affirmed, that Christ’s finished work 
makes provision for the fullness of the Spirit beyond regeneration. 
   
Although salvation is so very important, the Baptism with the Holy Spirit is of the most vital 
importance in connection with the spiritual life and service of every believer.  The Baptism of 
the Holy Spirit is the secret to the Church’s power.  It is the greatest need in every sphere of 
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Christian activity, that the message of salvation might be proclaimed with the Divine unction, 
which alone can ensure its success. 
 

Question: Why is Acts 1:8 the Greatest Promise to the Church? Please explain in your own 
words. 
 
How are John 3:16 and Acts 1:8 related? 

 

Matthew 3:11 
I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is 
mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He (Jesus) will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
 
Mark 1:8 
I indeed baptized you with water, but He (Jesus) will baptize you with the Holy Spirit. 
 
Acts 1:5 
for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now. 

 

Question: What does the word Baptism mean to you?  Why is this understanding 
important? 

 
The Baptism in the Holy Spirit and Salvation ARE NOT the Same 
 

Acts 8:5-13 
5 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them.  
6 And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and 
seeing the miracles which he did.  
7 For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed; 
and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed.  
8 And there was great joy in that city.  
9 But there was a certain man called Simon, who previously practiced sorcery in the city 
and astonished the people of Samaria, claiming that he was someone great,  
10 to whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, "This man is the 
great power of God."  
11 And they heeded him because he had astonished them with his sorceries for a long 
time.  
12 But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of 
God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.  
13 Then Simon himself also believed; and when he was baptized he continued with 
Philip, and was amazed, seeing the miracles and signs which were done.  
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Note:  Look at what is happening here.  The people of Samaria heard the preaching of Philip 
and believed and were Baptized.  Simon, the sorcerer, also believed and was Baptized.  
Biblically this is all that is needed in order to be saved. 
 

Romans 10:9-11 
9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God 
has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  
10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession 
is made unto salvation.  
11 For the Scripture says, "WHOEVER BELIEVES ON HIM WILL NOT BE PUT TO SHAME."  
 
Mark 16:16 
He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be 
condemned.  
 
Note:  According to these two passages (Rom 10:9-11; Mark 16:16) we see that the 
people of Samaria were truly Saved.  There is nothing that would indicate otherwise.  
They heard the preaching, believed in Jesus, and were Baptized.  All of this shows that 
these were truly saved. 

 
Acts 8:14-17  
14 Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the 
word of God, they sent Peter and John to them,  
15 who, when they had come down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy 
Spirit.  
16 For as yet He had fallen upon none of them. They had only been baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus.  
17 Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.  
 

Note:  This could not be any clearer.  Salvation came first, and the Baptism with the Holy Spirit 
came some days later.  The Baptism with the Holy Spirit and Salvation are not the same thing 
but two distinct functions of God.   
 

Question:  Salvation and the Baptism in the Holy Spirit are related, but clearly not the same.  
Why is this important to understand?  Please explain in your own words. 

 

Acts 8:18-24 
18 And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy 
Spirit was given, he offered them money,  
19 saying, "Give me this power also, that anyone on whom I lay hands may receive the 
Holy Spirit."  
20 But Peter said to him, "Your money perish with you, because you thought that the 
gift of God could be purchased with money!  
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21 You have neither part nor portion in this matter, for your heart is not right in the 
sight of God.  
22 Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of 
your heart may be forgiven you.  
23 For I see that you are poisoned by bitterness and bound by iniquity."  
24 Then Simon answered and said, "Pray to the Lord for me, that none of the things 
which you have spoken may come upon me."  
 
Note:  I hope to dispel a myth that has be perpetrated on the body of Christ.  Many 
have taught that Simon tried to buy his salvation.  This is not true at all.  Simon was 
already saved.  What Simon wanted to purchase was the ability to impart the Holy 
Spirit as the Apostles did.  In reality, what Simon was trying to purchase was the office 
of the Apostle.  Philip came as an Evangelist, preaching, “the things concerning the 
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ”.  It is not the job of the Evangelist (nor 
the Deacon, as Philip was), to impart the Baptism with the Holy Spirit.  This is the job 
(primarily) of the Apostle.  Every office, and person, has his/her job to do.  Evangelist 
get people saved (primarily), while Apostle take the believer deeper.  Simon was 
(probably without realizing it) trying to buy his way into the Apostolic.   
 
Question: It is unfortunate, but many do what Simon did- they try to buy a position.  
Today we often see those who try to buy their way into a position through flattery and 
deceit.  Others may use their giving (tithes and offerings) as a way to get what they 
want.  This is similar to (or often the same as) a Jezebel spirit. 
 
What should be done to those that do these things in the Church?  How should these 
ones be treated? 

 
The Baptism in the Holy Spirit and Salvation ARE NOT the Same, Continued 
 

Acts 19:1-6 
1 And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through the 
upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples  
2 he said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" So they said to 
him, "We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit."  
3 And he said to them, "Into what then were you baptized?" So they said, "Into John's 
baptism."  
4 Then Paul said, "John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the 
people that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ 
Jesus."  
5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  
6 And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they 
spoke with tongues and prophesied.  
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Note:  These “Disciples” were Baptized in three different manners-   
1.) The baptism of John (in water, repentance)   
2.) The Baptism in the Name of the Lord Jesus (in water, as we are familiar with)   
3.) The Baptism with the Holy Spirit.   
 
These ones were saved before Paul arrived, but it was very apparent that they were ignorant of 
simply Christian truths.  Paul first took the time to teach them, bring them up to speed (so to 
speak), then they were Baptized in the Holy Spirit.  The point here for our study is that these 
were truly saved, and they never even heard about the Holy Spirit, nor His Baptism.   
 
Once again, we see that Salvation and the Baptism in the Holy Spirit are two different functions 
of God, occurring sometimes days, even years apart.   
 
Where the Confusion comes from 
 

Acts 2:38   
And Peter said to them, Repent and be baptized, each of you on the name of Jesus 
Christ to remission of sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

 
Note: Many have read this and have developed the thought (doctrine) that Salvation and the 
Baptism in the Holy Spirit is the same thing.  This is because of the way Peter included both in 
this exhortation to the people he was ministering to. 
  
The reality is that both can be included simply because of who is speaking and the timing of this 
event.  As an Apostle Peter had the anointing and calling to bring both Salvation and the 
Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Also, the Holy Spirit had just come upon Peter and those in the 
upper room.  Peter was full of the Spirit of God, thus able to pray and impart the Spirit to 
others.  This passage doesn’t make Salvation and the Baptism in the Holy Spirit the same.  This 
simply shows that both Salvation and Spirit Baptism can come at the same time. 
 

Question: In this passage we see three distinct Baptisms: the baptism of John (repentance), the 
baptism into the name of Jesus (Salvation) and the Baptism (filling with) the Holy Spirit.  Why 
are all three of these important to the believer?  Can you see this progression in your own life?  
Please explain. 

 
What is the Baptism in the Holy Spirit? 
 
The Baptism with the Holy Spirit is to be “filled with the Spirit” 
 

Acts 2:4 
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as 
the Spirit gave them utterance. 
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Acts 4:31 
And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; 
and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with 
boldness. 
 
Acts 9:17 
And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his hands on him he said, 
“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent 
me that you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Acts 13:52 
And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. 

 
The Baptism with the Holy Spirit is also known as the Holy Spirit falling on people. 
 

Acts 10:44 
While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who 
heard the word.  
 
Acts 11:15 
And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, as upon us at the beginning. 

 
The Baptism with the Holy Spirit is understood as the Holy Spirit coming upon people. 
 

Acts 19:6 
And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they 
spoke with tongues and prophesied. 

 
And the Baptism with the Holy Spirit is also understood as people receiving the Holy Spirit. 
 

Acts 8:17 
Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
 
Acts 10:47 
“Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the 
Holy Spirit just as we have?” 

 
In water Baptism we are submerged under water.  This of course is the image of the Baptism 
with the Holy Spirit, but this image cannot bring about the fullness of the truth of the Baptism 
with the Holy Spirit.   
 
The Baptism with the Holy Spirit is: 

• The receiving of the Holy Spirit 

• The filling with the Holy Spirit 
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• The Holy Spirit falling on us 

• The Holy Spirit coming upon us 
 
As we can see from these various passages, the Baptism with the Holy Spirit is much more than 
“getting wet” with the Spirit.  This Baptism affects every aspect of the person.  The Holy Spirit 
comes upon, enters in and fills the believer to overflowing.  This is more than a mere 
immersion, but a total infusion with the Holy Spirit. 
 
Again, when we understand that the Holy Spirit is God, we can begin to recognize and realize 
the awesome reality that is, the Baptism with the Holy Spirit. 
 

Question: Why is the Baptism in the Holy Spirit described in these different manners?  Why is 
this important? 

 
Why the Baptism in the Holy Spirit? 
 

Acts 1:8 
But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth."  

 
Note: Quite simply, without the Baptism in the Holy Spirit we may be saved, but we are 
powerless.  Without the baptism in the Holy Spirit, we cannot do the works of the Spirit.  When 
we receive the Holy Spirit, we receive power to witness for Christ. 
 

Special Note: Notice that this passage shows that true witnessing is to be with power.  We are 
not to have a mere argument, or a set of creeds, but the power of God to bring to people.  
Without the Power and presence of the Holy Spirit all we have is an argument.  With the Holy  
Spirit we have power.  

 

Question: Have you been Filled with the Holy Spirit with the evidence of Speaking in Tongues?  
If yes, when did you receive the Holy Spirit?  If no, would you like to receive the Holy Spirit? 
 
Are there other Gifts of the Spirit at work through you?  If yes, which ones?  If no, would you 
like to receive these gifts? 
 
Please ask the Power Group Leaders to pray for you to receive the Baptism in the Holy Spirit 
and His Fullness. 

 
 
 
 


