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Tongues, Part 4 
 
Introduction: As we have been studying Tongues, we have only scratched the surface of 
understanding this powerful gift of the Spirit.  Tongues is far more than an unknown language.  
Tongues is the power of God from the Holy Spirit through the mouth of the Holy Spirit Baptized 
believer in Jesus. 
 

Tongues (the simple definition): 
The supernatural ability to speak in a language (or languages) not previously learned.  
These languages would include known languages of the world (i.e. Spanish, Farsi, 
Chinese, Japanese, etc.) as well as “tongues of angels”. 

 
This study will help us to understand that Tongues is more than making noise.  Tongues is the 
Fuel of the Spirit released through our spirit and mouth. 
 
Question: How often do you Pray in Tongues?  Do you find it easy or difficult to Pray in Tongues 
daily?  When you Pray in Tongues how long do you normally Pray? 
 
As the Spirit Give Utterance 
 

Acts 2:1-4 
1 When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 
2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it 
filled the whole house where they were sitting. 
3 Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of 
them. 
4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as 
the Spirit gave them utterance. 

 
On the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit Filled the disciples of Christ that remained in the Upper 
Room in Jerusalem.  The Holy Spirit showed up with a glorious display.   
 

• The sound of a Rushing Mighty Wind (hearing) 

• The appearance of Tongues of Fire resting upon each Disciple (sight) 

• The disciples were Filled with the Holy Spirit (empowering) 

• The disciples began to Speak in Tongues as the Spirit gave them Utterance 
(manifestation, the Mighty Wind became an empowering voice) 

 
I want to focus on the truth that it was the Holy Spirit that gave the disciples the utterance.  In 
other words, these Tongues were not the words of the one speaking, but they were the words 
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of the Holy Spirit.  The voice belonged to the vessel (the one speaking), but the words belonged 
to Holy Spirit. 
 
Question: This passage describes Tongues as of Fire.  What does this mean?  Why fire?  How 
does this relate to you Praying in Tongues? 
 
Praying in Tongues Builds your Faith 
 

Jude 20-21 
20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy 
Spirit, 
21 keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
unto eternal life. 

 
Praying in the Holy Spirit= Praying in Tongues.  Remember, praying in Tongues is, as the Holy 
Spirit gives utterance.  Tongues is the Language of the Spirit.  To Pray in the Spirit is to Pray in 
Tongues. 
 
As we Speak (pray) in Tongues our faith is being built up.  We are being built spiritually each 
time we Pray in Tongues. 
 
The Holy Spirit has brought your spirit to life and has been united with your spirit.  The Holy 
Spirit prays through your spirit and out of your mouth as Tongues.  As this takes place your 
spirit is being built up by the Holy Spirit within you, through Tongues. 
 
Question: Praying in Tongues (the Holy Spirit) builds our faith.  What are some other benefits of 
Praying in Tongues? 
Provide passages in the Bible to support your answer. 
 
Our Highest Calling 
 

Romans 8:29 
For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, 
that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

 
Our highest calling is to be conformed to the image of Jesus.  To look like Jesus in all aspects is 
what we are to attain.  This is impossible without the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit gives us what 
we need to be transformed into the Image of Christ. 
 
Tongues builds us in in the spirit by the Spirit.  To put it another way, Tongues builds us into the 
image of Christ. 
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The Fruit of the Spirit - The Attributes of Christ 
 

Galatians 5:22-23 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 
24 And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

 
These 9 Fruit of the Spirit are 9 attributes of Christ Jesus.  This is what Jesus looked like.  We are 
told that we are to be Conformed to the Image of Jesus, and here we find the Characteristics of 
Jesus. 
 
These are called Fruit of the Spirit because this is what the Spirit in us produces.  We are not 
able to produce these without the Holy Spirit.  These are Fruit of the Spirit, not the flesh of 
man.  Without the Holy Spirit building us up inwardly we will never properly produce the Fruit 
that comes from only from Him. 
 
Tongues (Praying in the Spirit) builds us up internally.  Part of that “Building Up” is growing and 
producing the Fruit of the Spirit. 
 

v.25) If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
 
To live in the Spirit is to speak the language of the Spirit.  As we do this we can live and walk in 
the Spirit.  Tongues gives us the ability to produce the Fruit of the Spirit in greater measure. 
 
The Gifts of the Spirit – The Manifestation of the Holy Spirit 
 

1 Corinthians 12:7-10 
7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 
8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of 
knowledge through the same Spirit, 
9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 
10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of 
spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 

 
Just as there are 9 Fruit of the Spirit, there are 9 Gifts of the Spirit.  And just as we need the 
Holy Spirit to cultivate the Fruit of the Spirit, we need the Holy Spirit to empower us so we can 
Manifest the Gifts.  Both are activated the same way, by the Spirit, and both are Built Up within 
us the same way, by the Spirit. 
 
Tongues is once again a powerful tool to grow in this area.  As we Pray in the Spirit we are being 
built up within, causing us to manifest the Power Jesus walked in.  The result is the Gifts of the 
Spirit Manifesting through us to touch and change those around us. 
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Question: Describe the difference between the Fruit of the Spirit and the Gifts of the Spirit.  
Why are the 9 nine attributes of Galatians 5 called Fruit?  Why are the 9 manifestations of the 
Spirit called Gifts?  
 
The Spirit makes us like Jesus 
 

2 Corinthians 3:18 
But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

 
Although Tongues is praying to God, it is not merely asking God to do something on our behalf.  
This certainly happens, but Tongues is more about the Holy Spirit changing us into the Image of 
Jesus and empowering us to Act like Jesus (works of power). 
 
Question: This passage shows that we are being transformed into the image of the glory of the 
Lord.  What does Tongues have to do with this transformation?  How does Tongues bring about 
the transformation? 


