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Don’t Give Up 
 
Introduction:  Our world today appears to be coming apart at the seams.  We are going to be 
praying for some specific things to take place in the church; through the church and to the 
church.  We are looking for more from God.   
 
Not only is it my prayer that God moves powerfully in the church as a whole, but also in every 
home and life of the people of GWCC.  I am looking for Breakthrough and Increase in some very 
key areas. 
 
We are praying for: 

• Miracles 

• Signs and Wonders 

• Salvations 

• Healing 

• Growth 

• Etc. 
 
These will be ours and will be in abundance if we don’t quit or lose heart. 
 
Jacob Prevails 
 

Genesis 32:24-30 
24  Then Jacob was left alone; and a Man wrestled with him until the breaking of day.  
25  Now when He saw that He did not prevail against him, He touched the socket of his 
hip; and the socket of Jacob's hip was out of joint as He wrestled with him.  
26  And He said, "Let Me go, for the day breaks." But he said, "I will not let You go unless 
You bless me!"  
27  So He said to him, "What is your name?" He said, "Jacob."  
28  And He said, "Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel; for you have 
struggled with God and with men, and have prevailed."  
29  Then Jacob asked, saying, "Tell me Your name, I pray." And He said, "Why is it that 
you ask about My name?" And He blessed him there.  
30  So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: "For I have seen God face to face, and 
my life is preserved."  

 
In the chapters leading up to this story Jacob goes from one situation to another being tested 
and tried in his faith and his patience.  Even though many trials come his way he doesn’t give 
up!  He presses in and obtains the promises of God. 
 



Here in this story we find Jacob in a wrestling match with God.  All night he struggled without 
giving up.   
 

26  And He said, "Let Me go, for the day breaks." But he said, "I will not let You go unless 
You bless me!"  

 
God tells Jacob to let Him go, but Jacob answers Him saying, "I will not let You go unless You 
bless me!"   Jacob refused to put an end to the struggle until he was blessed for the struggle. 
 
What if we would learn to continue in the struggle until we obtained the blessing of the 
struggle? 
 

27  So He said to him, "What is your name?" He said, "Jacob."  
28  And He said, "Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel; for you have 
struggled with God and with men, and have prevailed."  

 
Part of the blessing for Jacob was a change of name from Jacob to Israel. 
 

Jacob= Heel Holder; Supplanter 
Israel= God Prevails; Prince with God 

 
This wrestling match was a symbol of what Jacob had been living.  He was struggling against 
family members and those around him.  He struggled financially and emotionally.  He also faced 
struggles in his marriages as well.  Each area of struggle he became an overcomer.  He didn’t 
give up in the struggle, but prevailed. 
 
Jacob’s final struggle was with God.  He prevailed in other areas, but now he had to prevail with 
God.  Jacob didn’t give up even though the struggle had been long, tiring and left him with a 
dislocated hip. 
 
Jacob obtained the Blessing of the Lord because he refused to give up even when it got tough. 
 
The same will hold true for you and I.  If we give up in the midst of the struggle we won’t obtain 
the promised blessing.  If we continue in the struggle we also will obtain the blessings. 
 
WE CANNOT GIVE UP! 
 
Paul Knew He Couldn’t Give Up 
 

Philippians 3:13-14 
13  Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting 
those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead,  
14  I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.  

 



There was things that belonged to Paul, but he had to “press towards” them with everything in 
him in order to obtain these promises.  He never gave up in his pursuit of the things of God. 
 
Our struggle is never with people only, nor is it with God only, but our struggle includes Others, 
God and ourselves.  Actually, all of our struggles are designed to help us overcome ourselves.  
Only when we conquer ourselves will we truly prevail over the world, flesh and devil.   
 
If you can prevail in your struggle with God, nothing will be able to stop you! 


