
F a I t h 
Part 3



Faith is…

Hebrews 11:1  
Now faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen. 



Faith is…

Hebrews 11:1  
Now faith is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen. 

Hebrews 11:1 (my paraphrase)
Complete trust is the foundation of things 
expected to happen (or obtain), the proof 
and conviction of things not seen.



Faith and Works

James 2:14-26
14  What does it profit, my brethren, if 
someone says he has faith but does not 
have works? Can faith save him? 
15  If a brother or sister is naked and 
destitute of daily food, 



James 2:14-26 (continued)
16  and one of you says to them, "Depart in 
peace, be warmed and filled," but you do not 
give them the things which are needed for the 
body, what does it profit? 
17  Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have 
works, is dead. 
18  But someone will say, "You have faith, and I 
have works." Show me your faith without your 
works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 



James 2:14-26 (continued)
19  You believe that there is one God. You do 
well. Even the demons believe—and 
tremble! 
20  But do you want to know, O foolish man, 
that faith without works is dead? 
21  Was not Abraham our father justified by 
works when he offered Isaac his son on the 
altar? 



James 2:14-26 (continued)
22  Do you see that faith was working together 
with his works, and by works faith was made 
perfect? 
23  And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, 
"ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS 
ACCOUNTED TO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS." 
And he was called the friend of God. 
24  You see then that a man is justified by works, 
and not by faith only. 



James 2:14-26 (continued)
25  Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot 
also justified by works when she 
received the messengers and sent 
them out another way? 
26  For as the body without the spirit is 
dead, so faith without works is dead 
also. 



v.23) And the Scripture was fulfilled which 
says, "ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, 
AND IT WAS ACCOUNTED TO HIM 
FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS." And he was 
called the friend of God. 



Abraham’s Faith Seen in these Actions:
•  Left his home and country at God’s command
•  At the command of the Lord, took his son Isaac 

to be sacrificed
•  Offered sacrifices to God
•  Went to war against the wicked kings that 

captured Lot
•  Brought back everything these wicked kings 

had stolen
•  Through Melchizedek, gave a Tithe of all to God



The Faith that Pleases God

Hebrews 11:6  
But without faith it is impossible to 
please Him, for he who comes to God 
must believe that He is, and that He is a 
rewarder of those who diligently seek 
Him. 



A work of faith that pleases God is to seek Him diligently  

To Seek God Diligently Includes:
•  Prayer- seeking prayer
•  Bible Study and Meditation- especially in 

regard to knowing God
•  Praise and Worship- deep worship that is 

centered in intimacy
•  Etc.



Abraham- a Friend of God

James 2:23
And the Scripture was fulfilled which 
says, "ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, 
AND IT WAS ACCOUNTED TO HIM 
FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS." And he was 
called the friend of God. 



Abraham- a Friend of God

2 Chronicles 20:7
 Are You not our God, who drove out 
the inhabitants of this land before Your 
people Israel, and gave it to the 
descendants of Abraham Your friend 
forever?



Abraham- a Friend of God

Isaiah 41:8
But you, Israel, are My servant, Jacob 
whom I have chosen, The descendants 
of Abraham My friend.



You Are a Friend of God

Romans 4:16
Therefore it is of faith that it might 
be according to grace, so that the 
promise might be sure to all the seed, 
not only to those who are of the law, but 
also to those who are of the faith of 
Abraham, who is the father of us all



You Are a Friend of God

Galatians 3:7-9
7 Therefore know that only those who are of faith 
are sons of Abraham.
8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would 
justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel 
to Abraham beforehand, saying, "In you all the 
nations shall be blessed."
9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with 
believing Abraham.



Faith is:
•  The substance of things hoped for
•  The evidence of things not seen
•  Not merely Cognitive (conscience intellectual 

activity)
•  An Action (behavior, conduct)

Faith in Action:
•  Justifies the believer
•  Makes us Friends with God



O Lord, please make him stop 
talking.  Amen.


