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DO NOT take the Lord’s Name in Vain 
 

Exodus 20:7   
You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold 
him guiltless who takes His name in vain.  

 
This is one of the Ten Commandments given to us by God.  This is a commandment that we are 
still to live by.   
 
It is unfortunate that many in the Church today break this commandment without even 
realizing it. 
 
We have fallen for the trap of thinking that saying, “God-damn it!” is the only way we take the 
Lord’s name in vain.  There is truth to this but that is not the only way in the least. 
 

Take (Heb. 5375) nasah 
1) to lift, bear up, carry, take 

             a.) to bear, carry, support, sustain, endure 

 
Vain (Heb. 7723) shav 
1) emptiness, vanity, falsehood 

    1a) emptiness, nothingness, vanity 

    1b) emptiness of speech, lying 

    1c) worthlessness (of conduct) 

 

My Paraphrase: 
You shall not carry the name of the Lord your God in a manner that makes it empty and 
meaningless. 

 
We must realize that we all represent God and Who He is.  When people look at us they should 
see God- or at least enough of Him that we capture their attention.   
 
Jesus Said… 
 

John 14:7-9 
7  "If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on you 
know Him and have seen Him."  
8  Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us."  



I won’t go through 
each of these, but 
with each title it 
should cause us to 
ask ourselves this 
question, “Am I a 
living expression of 
this name/title?” 

9  Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, 
Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, 'Show us the 
Father'?  

 
“He who has seen Me has seen the Father” 
 
Could we say this?  Are we expressing the Love of God and the Character of God in a manner 
that causes people to see what God is truly like? 
 
So what does God look like? 
 
YehoVAH-RAPHA.........Exodus 15:26  
"The Lord my/our Healer"  
 

“By His stripes we are healed”  Are we praying for one another?  Do we believe that Jesus is 
still the Healer?   Many Christians don’t believe that Jesus still heals- they are taking the Lords 
name in vain. 

 
YehoVAH-NISSI.........Exodus 17:15  
"The Lord my/our Banner"  
 

This was actually the name of an altar that Moses built in the wilderness after the Victory over 
Amalek.  This is where Joshua and the Israelites had victory as long as Moses held his hands up 
over the battle.  This is a type of Spiritual warfare and Intercession.  Are we interceding for one 
another?  Are we a living expression of Yehovah-Nissi? 

 
YehoVAH-ROHI......Psalm 23:1  
"The Lord my/our Shepherd"  
 
YehoVAH-TSIDKENU......Jeremiah 23:6  
"The Lord my/our Righteousness"  
 
YehoVAH-JIREH.........Genesis 22:13-14  
"The Lord my/our Provider"  
 
YehoVAH-MACCADDESHEM.......Exodus 31:13  
"The Lord my/our Sanctifier"  

 
YehoVAH-SHAMMAH.......Ezekiel 48:35  
"The Lord who is There (Present)"  
 
YehoVAH-SHALOM........Judges 6:24  
"The Lord is my/our Peace" 



 
YehoVAH-SABBAOTH......Isaiah 6:1-3  
"The Lord of Hosts"  
 
Conclusion:  Taking the Lord’s Name in Vain is to Make the Lord’s Name empty and without 
meaning.  Unfortunately, many have worked hard at not using words such as God, Jesus Christ, 
etc. as swear words, but at the same time turned their back on Healing, Righteousness, 
Sanctification, etc.  By rejecting the attributes of God (as listed above) many have “taken the 
Lord’s Name in Vain.”  When God reveals Himself as YeHovah Rapha, then Christian’s say 
healing is done away with, these have taken the Lord’s Name in vain (made it empty). 
 
As believers we are to believe God and take Him at His word, especially the revelation of Who 
He is. 
 


