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Daniel Chapter 9- 490 Years to Fulfill 
 
One of the things we must understand about the Bible is that it is accurate and that it explains 
itself.  If we study the Word of God and accept what it says we will find the Truth.   
 
It is the same in regard to “End-time” Theology.  To understand the time we are in we must 
take a fresh look at the Word of God and the passages we hold as “End-time” Prophecies.  As 
we take a fresh look at these passages, we often find that they don’t actually say what some 
think the say. 
 

Questions and Discussion:  For several weeks we have been studying Eschatology (the End 
Times).  How has your view and understanding grown throughout these studies?  What about 
these studies stands out the most? 

 

Daniel reads Jeremiah and sees that 70 years of captivity are close to ending. 
 
Daniel 9:1-3 
1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the lineage of the Medes, who was made 
king over the realm of the Chaldeans— 
2 in the first year of his reign I, Daniel, understood by the books the number of the 
years specified by the word of the LORD through Jeremiah the prophet, that He would 
accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. 
3 Then I set my face toward the Lord God to make request by prayer and supplications, with 
fasting, sackcloth, and ashes. 

 
It All Adds Up 
 

Daniel 9:21-27 
21  yes, while I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision 
at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, reached me about the time of the evening 
offering.  
22  And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, "O Daniel, I have now come forth 
to give you skill to understand.  
23  At the beginning of your supplications the command went out, and I have come to 
tell you, for you are greatly beloved; therefore consider the matter, and understand the 
vision:  
24  "Seventy weeks are determined For your people and for your holy city, To finish the 
transgression, To make an end of sins, To make reconciliation for iniquity, To bring in 
everlasting righteousness, To seal up vision and prophecy, And to anoint the Most Holy.  
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25  "Know therefore and understand, That from the going forth of the command To 
restore and build Jerusalem Until Messiah the Prince, There shall be seven weeks and 
sixty-two weeks; The street shall be built again, and the wall, Even in troublesome times.  
26  "And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; And the 
people of the prince who is to come Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of 
it shall be with a flood, And till the end of the war desolations are determined.  
27  Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the middle of the 
week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations 
shall be one who makes desolate, Even until the consummation, which is determined, Is 
poured out on the desolate."  

 
In this passage we find several very important things that we need to understand so that we 
can better understand the times we are in. 
 
This Passage Clearly Reveals: 

• The Messiah’s Arrival 

• The Messiah’s Death 

• The End of the Previous Covenant 

• The Confirming of the New Covenant 

• The Coming Destruction of Jerusalem 
 
It is important to know and understand this Prophecy because it will help us to understand the 
times we are living in.  Many have lived their life according to false understanding of this 
passage and Prophecy (and others like it) causing them to teach, preach and live in a manner 
that does not line up with Scripture.  So we won’t make the same mistake we must understand 
this passage and those like it. 
 
“Seventy Weeks” 
 

“Seventy Weeks”   
In this passage it is universally agreed upon that a week is equal to a 7 year period.  So 70 weeks 
would be equal to 490 years.  This Prophecy is based upon a 490 year span of time. 

 
v.24)  "Seventy weeks are determined For your people and for your holy city, To finish the 
transgression, To make an end of sins, To make reconciliation for iniquity, To bring in 
everlasting righteousness, To seal up vision and prophecy, And to anoint the Most Holy.  
 

Daniel 9:24  (NLT) 
A period of seventy sets of seven has been decreed for your people and your holy city to finish 
their rebellion, to put an end to their sin, to atone for their guilt, to bring in everlasting 
righteousness, to confirm the prophetic vision, and to anoint the Most Holy Place.  
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According to this Prophecy, in 490 years these things would take place: 

• The Holy City (Jerusalem) to finish their rebellion 
✓ To put an end to their sin 
✓ To atone for their guilt 
✓ To bring in everlasting righteousness 
✓ To confirm the prophetic vision 
✓ To anoint the Most Holy Place.  

 
The Prophecy clearly tells us when the Clock begins it 490-year countdown. 
 
v.25)  "Know therefore and understand, That from the going forth of the command To restore 
and build Jerusalem Until Messiah the Prince, There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; 
The street shall be built again, and the wall, Even in troublesome times.  
 
The 490-year Countdown begins “from the going forth of the command To restore and build 
Jerusalem…” 
 
The decree to restore and build Jerusalem was given by Artaxerxes king of Persia in 457BC 
(approx. 120 years after Daniel).  
 
Question and Discussion: In order for a Prophecy to be truly fulfilled, it must be fulfilled as the 
Prophecy was given.  In other words, we cannot add or subtract things to try and make the 
Prophecy fit our understanding or agenda.  The Prophecy of Daniel 9 was specific.   
 
Is it possible for this Prophecy to be fulfilled just as the Angel Gabriel gave it?  Are we allowed 
to bend the words of this Prophecy to fit our understanding?  What happens if we try to make 
this fit our understanding when our understanding is wrong?  Give other examples of this. 
 

Artaxerxes’ decree 
 
Ezra 7:11-28 
11  This is a copy of the letter that King Artaxerxes gave Ezra the priest, the scribe, expert in the 
words of the commandments of the LORD, and of His statutes to Israel:  
12  Artaxerxes, king of kings, To Ezra the priest, a scribe of the Law of the God of heaven: 
Perfect peace, and so forth.  
13  I issue a decree that all those of the people of Israel and the priests and Levites in my realm, 
who volunteer to go up to Jerusalem, may go with you.  
14  And whereas you are being sent by the king and his seven counselors to inquire concerning 
Judah and Jerusalem, with regard to the Law of your God which is in your hand;  
15  and whereas you are to carry the silver and gold which the king and his counselors have 
freely offered to the God of Israel, whose dwelling is in Jerusalem;  
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16  and whereas all the silver and gold that you may find in all the province of Babylon, along 
with the freewill offering of the people and the priests, are to be freely offered for the house of 
their God in Jerusalem— 
17  now therefore, be careful to buy with this money bulls, rams, and lambs, with their grain 
offerings and their drink offerings, and offer them on the altar of the house of your God in 
Jerusalem.  
18  And whatever seems good to you and your brethren to do with the rest of the silver and the 
gold, do it according to the will of your God.  
19  Also the articles that are given to you for the service of the house of your God, deliver in full 
before the God of Jerusalem.  
20  And whatever more may be needed for the house of your God, which you may have 
occasion to provide, pay for it from the king's treasury.  
21  And I, even I, Artaxerxes the king, issue a decree to all the treasurers who are in the region 
beyond the River, that whatever Ezra the priest, the scribe of the Law of the God of heaven, 
may require of you, let it be done diligently,  
22  up to one hundred talents of silver, one hundred kors of wheat, one hundred baths of wine, 
one hundred baths of oil, and salt without prescribed limit.  
23  Whatever is commanded by the God of heaven, let it diligently be done for the house of the 
God of heaven. For why should there be wrath against the realm of the king and his sons?  
24  Also we inform you that it shall not be lawful to impose tax, tribute, or custom on any of the 
priests, Levites, singers, gatekeepers, Nethinim, or servants of this house of God.  
25  And you, Ezra, according to your God-given wisdom, set magistrates and judges who may 
judge all the people who are in the region beyond the River, all such as know the laws of your 
God; and teach those who do not know them.  
26  Whoever will not observe the law of your God and the law of the king, let judgment be 
executed speedily on him, whether it be death, or banishment, or confiscation of goods, or 
imprisonment.  
27  Blessed be the LORD God of our fathers, who has put such a thing as this in the king's heart, 
to beautify the house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem,  
28  and has extended mercy to me before the king and his counselors, and before all the king's 
mighty princes. So I was encouraged, as the hand of the LORD my God was upon me; and I 
gathered leading men of Israel to go up with me.  

 
God had given His people 490 years of mercy.  490 years to repent and to fully live for Him.  
God was gracious by giving His people another chance to live for Him and to work out their sin. 
 

Note: Peter and Jesus have an interesting discussion 
 
Matthew 18:21-22 
21  Then Peter came to Him and said, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I 
forgive him? Up to seven times?"  
22  Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.  
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Jesus was in essence telling Peter to have the same mercy upon his offenders as God was 
having on those who have continually offended Him. 

 
Back to Daniel 9:25 
 
v.25) Know therefore and understand, That from the going forth of the command To restore 
and build Jerusalem Until Messiah the Prince, There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; 
The street shall be built again, and the wall, Even in troublesome times.  
 
“Until Messiah the Prince, There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks” 
 
7x62=69 
According to our 1 week equaling 7 years formula, it would be 483 years from the time of the 
decree (457BC) until “Messiah the Prince”. 
 
 

 
 
 

Keep in mind that the 0 year is not counted 
 
Jesus was born 4BC. 
 
v.26-27)  26  "And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; And 
the people of the prince who is to come Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it 
shall be with a flood, And till the end of the war desolations are determined.  
27  Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the middle of the week He 
shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one who 
makes desolate, Even until the consummation, which is determined, Is poured out on the 
desolate."  
 
From v.27)  Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the middle of the 
week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. 
 
Jesus was revealed as Messiah at His baptism in 27AD.  This began His 3 ½ year ministry. 
 
Jesus ministered until 30AD. 
 
Remember we have 490 years to fulfill.  Jesus began His ministry 483 years after the decree of 
Artaxerxes.   
 
Very Important: Jesus began His ministry, had died, been buried and resurrected all in about 3 
½ years.  The death, burial and resurrection of Jesus put an end to Sacrifice and Offering 
because He was the ultimate Sacrifice. 

457BC 27AD 

483 years (69 weeks) 
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Jesus- The Ultimate Sacrifice 
 
Hebrews 10:1-10 
1  For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the very image of the 
things, can never with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually year by year, make 
those who approach perfect.  
2  For then would they not have ceased to be offered? For the worshipers, once purified, would 
have had no more consciousness of sins.  
3  But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year.  
4  For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins.  
5  Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: "SACRIFICE AND OFFERING YOU DID NOT 
DESIRE, BUT A BODY YOU HAVE PREPARED FOR ME.  
6  IN BURNT OFFERINGS AND SACRIFICES FOR SIN YOU HAD NO PLEASURE.  
7  THEN I SAID, 'BEHOLD, I HAVE COME— IN THE VOLUME OF THE BOOK IT IS WRITTEN OF 
ME— TO DO YOUR WILL, O GOD.' "  
8  Previously saying, "SACRIFICE AND OFFERING, BURNT OFFERINGS, AND OFFERINGS FOR SIN 
YOU DID NOT DESIRE, NOR HAD PLEASURE IN THEM" (which are offered according to the law),  
9  then He said, "BEHOLD, I HAVE COME TO DO YOUR WILL, O GOD." He takes away the first 
that He may establish the second.  
10  By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once 
for all.  
 
This passage makes it clear that the Sacrificial Death of Christ Jesus pit an end to sacrifice and 
offering as spoken of in Daniel 9:27.   

 
We still need to find the last 3 ½ years to fulfill the Prophecy. 
 
To this point we have 486 ½ years fulfilled.  At this point Jesus had already ascended into 
heaven and could not directly fulfill the final 3 ½ years Himself; however, Jesus still fulfills these 
last 3 ½ years. 
 
Mercy Ends Here 
 
The Death of Stephen is about 3 ½ years after the ascension of Jesus.  This begins the 
movement of the Gospel beyond the Jews. 
 

Acts 7:47-60 
47  But Solomon built Him a house.  
48  "However, the Most High does not dwell in temples made with hands, as the 
prophet says:  
49  'HEAVEN IS MY THRONE, AND EARTH IS MY FOOTSTOOL. WHAT HOUSE WILL YOU 
BUILD FOR ME? SAYS THE LORD, OR WHAT IS THE PLACE OF MY REST?  
50  HAS MY HAND NOT MADE ALL THESE THINGS?'  
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51  "You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always resist the Holy 
Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you.  
52  Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who 
foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom you now have become the betrayers and 
murderers,  
53  who have received the law by the direction of angels and have not kept it."  
54  When they heard these things they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed at him 
with their teeth.  
55  But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God,  
56  and said, "Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right 
hand of God!"  
57  Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped their ears, and ran at him with one 
accord;  
58  and they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their 
clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul.  
59  And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, "Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit."  
60  Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not charge them with 
this sin." And when he had said this, he fell asleep.  

 
During his defense, Stephen says this in regards to the Temple: 
 
47  But Solomon built Him a house.  
48  "However, the Most High does not dwell in temples made with hands, as the prophet says:  
49  'HEAVEN IS MY THRONE, AND EARTH IS MY FOOTSTOOL. WHAT HOUSE WILL YOU BUILD 
FOR ME? SAYS THE LORD, OR WHAT IS THE PLACE OF MY REST?  
50  HAS MY HAND NOT MADE ALL THESE THINGS?'  
 
Stephen made a point to point out that the Jews relied too much on the Temple of God and not 
the God of the Temple.  It’s as if the Temple itself had replaced God.  The Temple had become 
more important than God Himself. 
 

Question and Discussion: After seeing the accuracy of scripture, should we expect the Prophecy 
of Daniel 9 to be fulfilled a second time?  If so, why?  If not, why? 

 
After Stephen’s Death 
 
The church in and around Jerusalem scatters because of Saul and the persecution from the 
Jewish leaders. 
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Philip in Samaria 
 

Acts 8:3-6 
3  As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering every house, and dragging off men 
and women, committing them to prison.  
4  Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.  
5  Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them.  
6  And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and 
seeing the miracles which he did.  

 
The people of Samaria were not accepted by the Jews and true Jews.  Philip went to Samaria 
showing that the Gospel was being taken to those other than the Jews. 
 

Questions and Discussion: As the truth of the End Time is unfolding, what changes do you need 
to make in your live? 
 
To put it another way- Understanding that we are to prepare ourselves and the earth for Jesus’ 
return, what changes do you need to make in yourself and the world around you? 

 
The Conversion of Saul (Paul) 
 

Acts 9:1-6 
1 Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the 
high priest 
2 and asked letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any who were 
of the Way, whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
3 As he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around him from 
heaven. 
4 Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting Me?" 
5 And he said, "Who are You, Lord?" Then the Lord said, "I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads." 
6 So he, trembling and astonished, said, "Lord, what do You want me to do?" Then the 
Lord said to him, "Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do." 

 
Shortly after this… 

• Peter is sent to Cornelius- a Gentile (Acts 10) Peter sees a Sheet being lowered from 
heaven loaded with all kinds of Animal 

• Saul is Converted and sent to the Gentiles (Acts 9; Galatians 1:15-16) Paul sees a 
blinding light all around him 

 
After the 490 years were fulfilled the Judgement of Jerusalem begins.  Before the actual 
destruction God sends His people out to the Gentiles.   
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Luke 21:10-14 
10 Then He said to them, "Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 
11 And there will be great earthquakes in various places, and famines and pestilences; 
and there will be fearful sights and great signs from heaven. 
12 But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and 
persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons. You will be brought 
before kings and rulers for My name's sake. 

 


