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Contend for the Faith, Part 3 
 
"Fear looks; faith jumps. Faith never fails to obtain its object. If I leave you as I found you, I am 
not God's channel. I am not here to entertain you, but to get you to the place where you can 
laugh at the impossible." 
-Smith Wigglesworth 
 
Introduction: 
 

Jude 3 
Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I 
found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith 
which was once for all delivered to the saints.  

 
As we have been finding in our studies, there was a “faith” that was given to the body of 
believers.  This faith was of a level and caliber much greater than any faith that we could gain 
on our own.  As this verse states there was a faith that was, “once for all handed down to the 
saints.” 
   
This faith of course includes such things as salvation, but it also is a faith that takes far beyond 
our initial salvation.  This faith is what gives us the ability to stand up under the greatest of 
pressures; move mountains; raise the dead; heal the sick; cast out demons; etc.  This faith was 
given to the saints from God Himself. 
   
Many in church today would have to admit that they cannot do the miracles that we read about 
in the scriptures.  They are saved and going to heaven, but the other aspects of the faith they 
simply cannot manifest.  This is why we must contend for the faith. 
 

Question: Last week we dealt primarily with people that are a hinderance to our faith.  Did God 
show you people in your life that cause you to struggle in your faith (please don’t name them 
out loud)?  What are you doing about these people? 

 
Back to the Beginning 
 

Habakkuk 2:4 
Behold the proud, His soul is not upright in him; But the just shall live by his faith.  

 

Faith (Heb. 530) emunah 
1.) Firmness, Fidelity, Steadfastness, Steadiness 
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“emunah” is used at least 48 times in the Hebrew scriptures.  Here are the various words used 
to translate, “emunah” (NASB). 
 

Faith - 1 Responsibility - 1 

Faithful - 3 Stability - 1 

Faithfully - 8 Steady - 1 
Faithfulness - 25 Trust - 2 

Honestly - 1 Truth - 5 

Note: By seeing just how this word is translated and used we can gain a better grasp and 
understanding of what Faith is.  Faith is far more than merely believing.  Believing may be the 
place that faith begins, but it must move beyond what we merely believe in order for it to be 
true faith. 
 

1 Chronicles 9:31 (NASB) 
Mattithiah, one of the Levites, who was the firstborn of Shallum the Korahite, had the 
responsibility over the things which were baked in pans.  
 
Isaiah 33:5-6 
5  The LORD is exalted, for He dwells on high; He has filled Zion with justice and righteousness.  
6  And He will be the stability of your times, A wealth of salvation, wisdom and knowledge; The 
fear of the LORD is his treasure.  
 
Note: These words, responsibility and stability are translated from the Hebrew word, enumah.  
These help us to see what faith is and how the “just are supposed to live. 

 
Romans 1:17 
For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "BUT 
THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH."  
 
Galatians 3:11 
Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, "THE RIGHTEOUS 
MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH." 
 
Hebrews 10:38 
BUT MY RIGHTEOUS ONE SHALL LIVE BY FAITH; AND IF HE SHRINKS BACK, MY SOUL 
HAS NO PLEASURE IN HIM. 
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Note: The writer of these epistles quoted Habakkuk 2:4 quite often.  This was a truth that was 
for those in the Previous Covenant as well as the Present Covenant.   
 
The Just is to live by Faith. 

Faith 
Faithfulness Steadiness 

Honesty Steadfast (ness) 

Responsibility Trust 

Stability Truth 

 
Ask yourself: “Have I been living up to these standards?” 
 
We must have a proper understanding of what faith is, and what it isn’t.  This will help us to 
know what we are contending for, and how to contend for it.  If we don’t develop a proper 
understanding of what we are fighting for our warfare will be wasted. 
 

1 Corinthians 9:26-27 
26  Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such a way, as not 
beating the air;  
27  but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have preached to 
others, I myself will not be disqualified.  

 
Above we see that faith is greater than a feeling or a mere “belief” (although this is where it 
begins).  Our faith will make us act and live in a manner that will cause us to be established and 
unswerving in our commitment to God and the things of God.  In other words, we will be 
people that others can count on, when we live by faith. 
 

Question:  In your own words, “The Just (Righteous) shall live by Faith”, what does this mean for 
you?  What are you doing to Live by Faith?  Where do you struggle to Live by Faith? 

 
Fighting the Opposition 
 

Jude 4 
For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this 
condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny 
the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
Note: It is interesting to note that directly after exhorting us to, “contend earnestly for the 
faith,” Paul jumps right into warning us about certain people that creep in (unnoticed), “who 
turn the grace of our God into lewdness (licentiousness) and deny our only Master and Lord, 
Jesus Christ.”  This description shows us the nature and character of these people.  They are 
truly “Anti-Christ” in nature.  
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Anti-Christ (Grk. Antichristos) 
Anti= Against, or opposed to 
Christ= Anointed One  

 
The antichrist will be a person that is opposed to Christ (and thus the anointing).  So those who 
possess an antichrist spirit will ultimately be opposed to Christ, and those things that are 
attributed to Christ, and anything that comes out of the anointing of the Holy Spirit.  
Remember, these people have, “crept in.”  They are in the body of Christ.  What they do, they 
do subtly and many times without even realizing that they are deluded. 
 

Isaiah 61:1-4 
1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, Because the LORD has anointed me To bring 
good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To proclaim 
liberty to captives And freedom to prisoners;  
2 To proclaim the favorable year of the LORD And the day of vengeance of our God; To 
comfort all who mourn,  
3 To grant those who mourn in Zion, Giving them a garland instead of ashes, The oil of 
gladness instead of mourning, The mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting. So 
they will be called oaks of righteousness, The planting of the LORD, that He may be 
glorified.  
4 Then they will rebuild the ancient ruins, They will raise up the former devastations; 
And they will repair the ruined cities, The desolations of many generations.  

  
Note: Jesus was “Anointed” to: 
1. Bring good news to the afflicted 
2. Bind up the brokenhearted 
3. Proclaim… 

• liberty to captive 

• freedom to prisoners 

• the favorable year of the LORD 

• the day of vengeance of our God 
4. Comfort all who mourn 
5. To grant those who mourn in Zion, Giving them… 

• a garland instead of ashes 

• The oil of gladness instead of mourning 

• The mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting 
 
As we can see from this passage the anointing gave Jesus the ability, strength and power to 
accomplish certain things.  Each of these things was made possible because of the anointing.  
Where there is truly an anointing these things will be taking place. 
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Where there is an antichrist spirit, these things will be absent.  Instead of people’s souls being 
delivered from bondages and brokenness, this spirit of darkness will see to it that the opposite 
happens.  Not only will this spirit keep people from being made free, it will actually do it in a 
manner that seems right and acceptable. 
 

2 Corinthians 11:14 
No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.  

 
It is sad to think there are many Christians who are held in bondage thinking that they are being 
spiritual.  Many carry the scars of a broken life simply because they have bought the lies 
brought to them by an antichrist spirit as it worked through someone they trusted. 
 

Question: Express some ways that satan disguises himself as an angel of light.  How does this 
deception affect us today? 

 
The Spirit of Christ (Anointing) vs. the spirit of antichrist. 
 

Spirit of Christ: Antichrist spirit: 
1 Brings healing Says healing is not for today 

2 Work’s miracles Says miracles are not for today 
3 Empowers the believer to operate in 

the Gifts of the Spirit (1 Cor. 12) 
Says we no longer need the Gifts of the Spirit 

4 Establishes and empowers the Five-fold 
(Apostles, Prophets, Evangelist, Pastors 
and Teachers) 

Says that Apostles and Prophets are no longer 
needed 

5 Brings healing to the soul (mind, will 
and emotions) 

Cannot truly bring health to the soul; people are 
bound to endless programs 

6 Brings freedom in every area 
 

Squelches all true freedom (especially in Praise 
and Worship), saying, “it is not decent and in 
order” 

 
By this simple comparison we can see why the antichrist spirit is so deadly.  It robs God’s people 
of the benefits of serving Him.  The list on the left shows us what has freely been given to us, 
while the list on the right shows what the enemy attempts to steal from us.  The biggest 
problem is that the list on the right describes many of the teachers, pastors and leaders in the 
body of Christ.  It is sad to think that there are many that bear the title, “Pastor” that actually 
are driven by an antichrist spirit, all the while thinking that it is God that is driving them. 
 
The antichrist spirit is against you 
 

1 John 2:18-20 
18 Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now 
many antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour.  
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19 They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, 
they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that 
they all are not of us.  
20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all know.  

 
1 John 2:27 
As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no 
need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is 
true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him.  

 
Note: We have seen the meaning of the word antichrist.  This person will be “against Christ”, 
for a better understanding will, “oppose Christ.”  This is the nature of this spirit, so it will be the 
nature of those who harbor this spirit. 
   
As we have also seen, Christ is, “the Anointed One.”  By this we see that the antichrist spirit will 
oppose the Anointed One.  This also shows that since the antichrist opposes the Anointed One, 
he will also oppose all who have an anointing. 
   
According to the above passage we all have an anointing.  By this we must understand that the 
antichrist spirit is against you and I as well as our Savior.  The truth of the matter is that 
ultimately even those who harbor an antichrist spirit will eventually manifest the characteristics 
of this spirit in more than just their teaching and preaching.  We must come to grips with the 
fact that even though we LOVE those who are in bondage to this spirit, the spirit is still our 
enemy.  We are to have NO MERCY when dealing with this spirit, but we are to have great love 
and mercy for those bound by this spirit. 
 

Question: Most Christians are wait for The Anti-Christ (an individual) to show up.  As we can 
clearly see the anti-Christ spirit is in the church and has been since John wrote his first epistle.  
Give some examples of how the anti-Christ spirit is at work in the church today.  How can we 
protect ourselves from the anti-Christ spirit? 

 
Ephesians 6:12 
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of 
wickedness in the heavenly places.  

 
As this verse points out, the people being used of Satan are not our enemy, but the wicked 
spirits controlling them are.  We are to bring salvation and deliverance to the people, while 
bringing destruction to the demons. 
 

  Keep in mind that even though we are to LOVE those in bondage to the antichrist spirit, we 
are not to allow them to teach us.  When we follow the teaching of those bound by a spirit of 
antichrist, we are receiving doctrines tainted with wickedness.  This is true regardless of what 
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the teaching is.  Keep in mind these are people who claim to be Christians but deny the 
anointing and power of Christ. 

 
Acts 16:16-18 
16 It happened that as we were going to the place of prayer, a slave-girl having a spirit 
of divination met us, who was bringing her masters much profit by fortune-telling.  
17 Following after Paul and us, she kept crying out, saying, "These men are bond-
servants of the Most High God, who are proclaiming to you the way of salvation."  
18 She continued doing this for many days. But Paul was greatly annoyed, and turned 
and said to the spirit, "I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her!" 
And it came out at that very moment.  

 

Divination= the false divine 

 
Note: Just as this slave girl had the right words, these words originated from a wrong spirit.  It is 
true today as well.  Simply because a preacher or teacher says the right things, even quotes 
scripture, doesn’t automatically make it from God.  Remember that even Satan quoted 
scripture to Jesus (Matt 4:1-11). 
 
Conclusion: 
 

Jude 3- 4 
3 Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I 
felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith 
which was once for all handed down to the saints.  
4  For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand 
marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God 
into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.  

 
Note: One of the best things we can do as we “contend earnestly for the faith” is to put away 
those things that would rob us of the very faith we are contending for.  As we have clearly 
discovered there are those in the body of Christ that when given a chance would steal away our 
faith.  Of course they couldn’t steal away our salvation, but they can cause us to be impotent in 
such things as healings, miracles, spiritual manifestations, etc.  These are the ones we are to 
guard ourselves against.  To listen to their teachings is to invite a faith stealing demon into our 
life. 
 

Question: How have these outlines helped you Contend for the Faith?  What changes are you 
making in your life to grow in your faith?  How are you guarding against the anti-Christ spirit? 


