
Submission and Power
Part 1



Matthew 8:5-13
5  Now when Jesus had entered 
Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, 
pleading with Him, 
6  saying, "Lord, my servant is lying at 
home paralyzed, dreadfully tormented." 
7  And Jesus said to him, "I will come 
and heal him." 



Matthew 8:5-13 (continued)
8  The centurion answered and said, "Lord, I 
am not worthy that You should come under 
my roof. But only speak a word, and my 
servant will be healed. 
9  For I also am a man under authority, 
having soldiers under me. And I say to this 
one, 'Go,' and he goes; and to another, 
'Come,' and he comes; and to my servant, 
'Do this,' and he does it." 



Matthew 8:5-13 (continued)
10  When Jesus heard it, He marveled, 
and said to those who followed, 
"Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found 
such great faith, not even in Israel! 
11  And I say to you that many will come 
from east and west, and sit down with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the 
kingdom of heaven. 



Matthew 8:5-13 (continued)
12  But the sons of the kingdom will be 
cast out into outer darkness. There will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth." 
13  Then Jesus said to the centurion, 
"Go your way; and as you have 
believed, so let it be done for you." And 
his servant was healed that same hour. 



•A Centurion comes to Jesus seeking 
healing for his servant

•A Centurion is an officer in the Roman 
Army

•The Romans were the occupying and 
conquering force in Israel- enemies of 
Israel



Keep in Mind 
•This Centurion- an officer and leader- 

came on behalf of his servant
•This Centurion had compassion



•Jesus was willing to come to the Centurions 
home.

•The Centurion did not feel worthy to have Jesus 
in his home.

•The Centurion said, “only speak a word, and my 
servant will be healed.”

•He went on to say, (v.9) For I also am a man 
under authority, having soldiers under me. And I 
say to this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and to 
another, 'Come,' and he comes; and to my 
servant, 'Do this,' and he does it."



Continued:
•This Centurion knew what Authority 

was, how to operate in it and how to 
submit to it.

•This Centurion knew the authority of 
Jesus and submitted to it.



The way this Centurion responded to 
authority captured the attention and 
heart of Jesus
• After hearing the Centurion, Jesus 

said, "Assuredly, I say to you, I have 
not found such great faith, not even 
in Israel! 



Jesus goes on to say-
11 And I say to you that many will come 
from east and west, and sit down with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the 
kingdom of heaven. 
12  But the sons of the kingdom will be 
cast out into outer darkness. There will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth." 



v.12 - my paraphrase - “those who should 
have inherited the kingdom forfeited their 
birthright through disobedience and lack 
of submission.  These will be cast away 
into outer darkness.  There they will weep 
bitterly and grind their teeth as they face 
the consequences of their actions.”



It all comes down to 
Submitting to Authority.

The Centurion’s servant was healed 
because he knew how to properly respond 

to the authority of Jesus.



Obedience before Power

Ephesians 6:5-9 (NKJV)
5 Bondservants, be obedient to those 
who are your masters according to the 
flesh, with fear and trembling, in 
sincerity of heart, as to Christ;



Ephesians 6:5-9 (continued)
6 not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but 
as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of 
God from the heart,
7 with goodwill doing service, as to the 
Lord, and not to men,
8 knowing that whatever good anyone does, 
he will receive the same from the Lord, 
whether he is a slave or free.



Ephesians 6:5-9 (continued)
9 And you, masters, do the same things 
to them, giving up threatening, knowing 
that your own Master also is in heaven, 
and there is no partiality with Him.



Those God has placed over us:
• Our Parents
• Our Pastors and Church Leaders
• Our Teachers (for those in school)
• Our Bosses (for those in the work 

world)
• Our Governmental Officials
• Police Officers
• Etc.



This is what we are working towards 

Ephesians 6:10  
Finally, my brethren, be strong in the 
Lord and in the power of his might. 



• Submission brings us to a greater level 
of Power, Might and Dominion in the 
Spirit.

• Submission brought healing to the 
Centurion’s servant.

• Submission brings us to the place of the 
Strength, Power and Might of the Lord.



Conclusion: 

Is there someone in your life that you 
haven’t been submitting to as you 
should?  If so, it’s time to repent before 
God; then go and seek the forgiveness 
of the one that you’ve been disobedient 
to.




