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The End of the World? Part 5 
 
Recap:  This is not only a recap of earlier studies, but something we must always remember.   
 

Matthew 24:3-4 
3 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, "Tell 
us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end 
of the age?" 
4 And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed that no one deceives you. 

 
There are 3 Questions asked of Jesus by His disciples (after Jesus describes the destruction of 
the Temple): 

1. When will these things be? 
2. What will be the sign of Your coming? 
3. What will be the sign… of the end of the age? 

 
Jesus begins to answer these questions by saying, “Take heed that no one deceives you.” 
 
From v.5-33 Jesus describes the things that take place in regard to the destruction of the 
Temple. 
 
In v.34, Jesus says this: 
 

Matthew 24:34 
Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things 
take place. 

 
The generation Jesus was speaking to is the generation that would witness all these things 
(keep in mind a generation is 40 years).  Jesus said these things about 30AD, and the Temple 
was destroyed in 70AD (40 years later). 
 
In our previous study we took a look at Matthew 24:1-8.  V.8, states, “All these are the 
beginning of sorrows.”  V.5-7 outline merely the beginning of sorrows.   
 
The Abomination of Desolation 
 

Matthew 24:15-28 
15 "Therefore when you see the 'ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION,' spoken of by Daniel 
the prophet, standing in the holy place" (whoever reads, let him understand), 
16 "then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 
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17 Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his house. 
18 And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes. 
19 But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! 
20 And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. 
21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of 
the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 
22 And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect's 
sake those days will be shortened. 
23 "Then if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or 'There!' do not believe it. 
24 For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to 
deceive, if possible, even the elect. 
25 See, I have told you beforehand. 
26 "Therefore if they say to you, 'Look, He is in the desert!' do not go out; or 'Look, He 
is in the inner rooms!' do not believe it. 
27 For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming 
of the Son of Man be. 
28 For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered together. 

 
Verse 15 speaks of the “Abomination od Desolation,” spoken of by Daniel.  Daniel give 2 direct 
references to the Abomination of Desolation. 
 

Daniel 9:26-27 
26 "And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; And the 
people of the prince who is to come Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of 
it shall be with a flood, And till the end of the war desolations are determined. 
27 Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the middle of the 
week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations 
shall be one who makes desolate, Even until the consummation, which is determined, Is 
poured out on the desolate." 

 
Keep in mind our study of Daniel 9.  We found that the Math was perfect, and this passage was 
fulfilled at the time of Christ and in that Generation (40 years).  In v.26 we read “desolations are 
determined”, and in v. 27 “on the wing of abomination shall be one who makes desolate”.  This 
is what Jesus was referring to in Matthew 25:15. 
 

Daniel 12:11 
"And from the time that the daily sacrifice is taken away, and the abomination of 
desolation is set up, there shall be one thousand two hundred and ninety days. 

 
Here we see that same phrase, the Abomination of Desolation.  This was a direct quote Jesus 
used.  This pointed His disciple to this verse (passage) to give them understanding of what was 
about to take place in their generation.   
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What is the Abomination of Desolation? 
 
Always remember the Bible will explain the Bible (or, scripture will reveal scripture).  The Bible 
is the best tool for understanding the Bible.   
 
To understand what the Abomination of Desolation is we must look at parallel passages in the 
Bible.  The Gospels of Mark and Luke help to show what the Abomination of Desolation was. 
 

Matthew 24:15-16 
15 "Therefore when you see the 'ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION,' spoken of by Daniel 
the prophet, standing in the holy place" (whoever reads, let him understand), 
16 "then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 

 
Compare what Matthew wrote with the words of Luke and Mark (Luke especially)- 
 

Luke 21:20-22 
20 "But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation is 
near. 
21 Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those who are in the midst 
of her depart, and let not those who are in the country enter her. 
22 For these are the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled. 

 
 Luke tells us what the Abomination of Desolation was.  It was the Roman Soldiers (some 
20,000) surrounding Jerusalem.  These soldiers (led by Titus) brought great “Desolation” to 
Jerusalem. 
 
v.22 shows us when this would take place, “these are the days of vengeance, that all things 
which are written may be fulfilled.”  When the Roman Army surrounds Jerusalem (the Holy 
City), this was the time of all these things being fulfilled. 
 

Mark 13:14 
So when you see the 'ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION,' spoken of by Daniel the prophet, 
standing where it ought not" (let the reader understand), "then let those who are in 
Judea flee to the mountains. 

 
Mark uses the same phrase as Matthew (Abomination of Desolation), where Luke describes 
what that is.  In all three passages we read, “let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains”.  
This phrase connects all of these passages, showing they are speaking of the same time and 
events. 
 

Note:  We know that Jesus was not speaking of a worldwide event because he focuses on a 
specific location throughout this whole discussion.  Jesus focuses on the Temple, Jerusalem and 
Judea (as we see clearly in these passages).   
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• The Temple was considered Holy (the Holy Temple) 

• Jerusalem was considered Holy (the Holy City) 

• Israel was considered Holy (the Holy Land) 

• The Jewish people were considered Holy (the Holy People) 
 
Many teach that the Abomination of Desolation is the antichrist who sets himself up as a god in 
the Temple.  Nowhere in Matthew 24 is the antichrist mentioned.  As a matter of fact, the 
antichrist is never mentioned in any of the Gospels. 

 
15 "Therefore when you see the 'ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION,' spoken of by Daniel the 
prophet, standing in the holy place" (whoever reads, let him understand), 
16 "then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 
17 Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his house. 
18 And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes. 
19 But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! 
20 And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. 
 
v.16) then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains 
 
Flee to the Mountains 
 
Keep in mind, Jesus gave this warning 40 years before these events.  He clearly told His 
followers to flee the city (Jerusalem and the surrounding area when you see the Armies 
surrounding Jerusalem.   
 
Historically the Christians in this area fled to a city named Pella in the region of Perea.  Pella was 
in the mountains thus they fulfilled the prophecy as the heeded the words of Jesus.  
 

Eusebius 
The History of the Church, 1965, III:5 
 
“The members of the Jerusalem church, by means of an oracle given by revelation to 
acceptable persons there, were ordered to leave the City before the war began and settled in a 
town in Peraea called Pella.” 
        __________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Venerable Bebe 
Cited in Thomas Aquinas’ Golden Chain, Dec 1, 07 
 
“…when on the approach of the war with Rome and the extermination of the Jewish people, all 
the Christians who were in that province, warned by prophecy, fled far away, remained for a 
time in the city of Pella.” 
        __________________________________________________________________ 
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John Chrysostom 
The Ancient Christian Commentary, 2002 Ib:193 
 
“Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.” When does he mean by “then”? These 
things will take place, he says, “when you see the desolating sacrilege spoken of by the prophet 
Daniel, [See Dan 9:27; Dan 11:31; Dan 12:11.] standing in the holy place.” He seems to me to be 
speaking of armies and wars. So flee. There is no hope of safety for you in the cities. 

 

After the Christians escape to Pella, and after the Roman Armies surround Jerusalem- 
 
Wars of the Jews 
Josephus 
Book 5, Chapter 12, Section 3 
 
“So all hope of escaping was now cut off from the Jews, together with their liberty of going out 
of the city. Then did the famine widen its progress, and devoured the people by whole houses 
and families; the upper rooms were full of women and children that were dying by famine, and 
the lanes of the city were full of the dead bodies of the aged; the children also and the young 
men wandered about the market-places like shadows, all swelled with the famine, and fell 
down dead, wheresoever their misery seized them. As for burying them, those that were sick 
themselves were not able to do it; and those that were hearty and well were deterred from 
doing it by the great multitude of those dead bodies, and by the uncertainty there was how 
soon they should die themselves; for many died as they were burying others, and many went to 
their coffins before that fatal hour was come.”  

 
The Tribulation 
 

Matthew 24:21-22 
21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of 
the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 
22 And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect's 
sake those days will be shortened. 

 
Many today teach that there will be a Great Tribulation in the earth right after the destruction 
of the Temple.  The concept is true, but their timing is off.  The Tribulation mentioned here is 
not a future event but took place just as Jesus said it would.  The Tribulation that took place in 
Jerusalem in 70AD fulfilled the word of Jesus so that we don’t need to look for another 
Tribulation at another time. 
 
 
 
 

ref:Dan.9.27
ref:Dan.11.31
ref:Dan.12.11
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History shows us the Tribulation of 70AD fulfilled the words of Jesus- 
 
War of the Jews 
Josephus 
V:XI:1-2 
1. … as after they had fought, they thought it too late to make any supplications for mercy; so 
they were first whipped, and then tormented with all sorts of tortures, before they died, and 
were then crucified before the wall of the city. This miserable procedure made Titus greatly to 
pity them, while they caught every day five hundred Jews; nay, some days they caught more… 
 
So the soldiers, out of the wrath and hatred they bore the Jews, nailed those they caught, one 
after one way, and another after another, to the crosses, by way of jest, when their multitude 
was so great, that room was wanting for the crosses, and crosses wanting for the bodies. 
 
2. So Titus commanded that the hands of many of those that were caught should be cut off… 
 
 
VI:IX:2-3 
2.  And now, since his soldiers were already quite tired with killing men, and yet there appeared 
to be a vast multitude still remaining alive, Caesar gave orders that they should kill none but 
those that were in arms, and opposed them, but should take the rest alive. But, together with 
those whom they had orders to slay, they slew the aged and the infirm; but for those that were 
in their flourishing age, and who might be useful to them, they drove them together into the 
temple, and shut them up within the walls of the court of the women; over which Caesar set one 
of his freed-men, as also Fronto, one of his own friends; which last was to determine every one’s 
fate, according to his merits. So this Fronto slew all those that had been seditious and robbers, 
who were impeached one by another; but of the young men he chose out the tallest and most 
beautiful, and reserved them for the triumph; and as for the rest of the multitude that were 
above seventeen years old, he put them into bonds, and sent them to the Egyptian 
mines (31) Titus also sent a great number into the provinces, as a present to them, that they 
might be destroyed upon their theatres, by the sword and by the wild beasts; but those that were 
under seventeen years of age were sold for slaves. Now during the days wherein Fronto was 
distinguishing these men, there perished, for want of food, eleven thousand; some of whom did 
not taste any food, through the hatred their guards bore to them; and others would not take in 
any when it was given them. The multitude also was so very great, that they were in want even 
of corn for their sustenance. 
 
3.   Now the number (32) of those that were carried captive during this whole war was collected 
to be ninety-seven thousand; as was the number of those that perished during the whole siege 
eleven hundred thousand, the greater part of whom were indeed of the same nation [with the 
citizens of Jerusalem], but not belonging to the city itself; for they were come up from all the 
country to the feast of unleavened bread, and were on a sudden shut up by an army, which, at 
the very first, occasioned so great a straitness among them, that there came a pestilential 
destruction upon them, and soon afterward such a famine, as destroyed them more suddenly. 
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And that this city could contain so many people in it, is manifest by that number of them which 
was taken under Cestius, who being desirous of informing Nero of the power of the city, who 
otherwise was disposed to contemn that nation, entreated the high priests, if the thing were 
possible, to take the number of their whole multitude. So these high priests, upon the coming of 
that feast which is called the Passover, when they slay their sacrifices, from the ninth hour till the 
eleventh, but so that a company not less than ten (33)belong to every sacrifice, (for it is not lawful 
for them to feast singly by themselves,) and many of us are twenty in a company, found the 
number of sacrifices was two hundred and fifty-six thousand five hundred; which, upon the 
allowance of no more than ten that feast together, amounts to two millions seven hundred 
thousand and two hundred persons that were pure and holy; for as to those that have the 
leprosy, or the gonorrhea, or women that have their monthly courses, or such as are otherwise 
polluted, it is not lawful for them to be partakers of this sacrifice; nor indeed for any foreigners 
neither, who come hither to worship. 

 
Conclusion:  So far everything we have studied can be easily verified by the words of the bible 
and the facts of history.  The words of Jesus came alive and were fulfilled just as He said they 
would be. 
 

Matthew 24:34 
Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things 
take place. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


