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Evangelism- Power vs. Argument  
 
What we have studied: 

▪ Evangelism through Relationships 
▪ Taking the Power of God outside the Church 

 
Question:  In your experience what style of Evangelism works best for you? 
 
Various forms of Evangelism (not an exhaustive list): 

▪ Crusades 
▪ Door to Door 
▪ Handing out Tracks 
▪ Personal (relationship) 
▪ Power (gifts of the Spirit) 
▪ Etc. 

 
Some Evangelism Techniques and their success: 
West Morris Street, Free Methodist Church of Indianapolis, Indiana, participated in the “Here’s 
Life” campaign.  This church made over 6,000 phone calls.  362 people made decisions for 
Christ.  20 attended one or more Bible studies.  Five months later, when asked how many of 
those who had made decisions were presently members of a church, the answer was, “zero.” 
 
C. Peter Wagner wrote (in 1977) about the “Here’s Life” campaign.  Here are some results of 
this campaign. 

▪ 26,535 Gospel Presentations 
▪ 4,106 Decisions for Christ 
▪ 526 People came to a Bible study 
▪ 125 New Church Members 

 
At first glance, the 4,106 decisions for Christ may seem impressive, although out of these 4,106 
people, only 125 of them were integrated into a church body.  Without integrating people into 
a local church we cannot say for certain that these decisions were sincere. 
 

▪ Out of our original 26,535 Gospel presentation we have only a .47% success rate (from 
26,535 to 125). 

▪ Out of the original 4,106 Decisions for Christ we have a 3.04% rate of success. 
▪ Out of the original 526 people who attended a Bible study we have a 23.76% success 

rate. 
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It was reported in 1978 that the Seattle-Tacoma Billy Graham Crusade had 434,100 people who 
attended.  There were 18,000 decisions for Christ, but only 1,285 people that were 
incorporated into a local church. 
 

▪ Out of the 18,000 people who made a decision for Christ, there was still only a 7.1% 
success rate. 

 
Note: In these comparisons, the “success rate” is based upon how many people were 
integrated into a local church, thus making them “disciples” not mere converts. 
 
Although these stats were taken in the 70’s it isn’t much different today.  I wanted to show that 
in the last 30 years or more we haven’t made much progress in the area of evangelism and 
church growth.   
 
However, wherever “Power Evangelism” is employed the success rate radically changes.  This is 
because where the presence and power of God is found true change takes place in the hearts of 
people.  True change takes place, not merely an emotional decision, but a true change in the 
heart of the one who has accepted Christ.  True and real change not only means a “decision” is 
made, but people are integrated quickly and easily into the body of Christ. 
 
Question: How often do you Evangelize (share the Gospel; tell others about Jesus and His 
salvation)?   
 
Paul figured it Out 
 
Paul at the Areopagus (Mars Hill) 
 

Acts 17:16-34 
16  Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him when 
he saw that the city was given over to idols.  
17  Therefore he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and with the Gentile 
worshipers, and in the marketplace daily with those who happened to be there.  
18  Then certain Epicurean and Stoic philosophers encountered him. And some said, 
"What does this babbler want to say?" Others said, "He seems to be a proclaimer of 
foreign gods," because he preached to them Jesus and the resurrection.  
19  And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, "May we know what 
this new doctrine is of which you speak?  
20  For you are bringing some strange things to our ears. Therefore we want to know 
what these things mean."  
21  For all the Athenians and the foreigners who were there spent their time in nothing 
else but either to tell or to hear some new thing.  
22  Then Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, "Men of Athens, I perceive 
that in all things you are very religious;  
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23  for as I was passing through and considering the objects of your worship, I even 
found an altar with this inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the One whom 
you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you:  
24  God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, 
does not dwell in temples made with hands.  
25  Nor is He worshiped with men's hands, as though He needed anything, since He 
gives to all life, breath, and all things.  
26  And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the 
earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their 
dwellings,  
27  so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and 
find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;  
28  for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets 
have said, 'For we are also His offspring.'  
29  Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine 
Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man's devising.  
30  Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men 
everywhere to repent,  
31  because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness 
by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him 
from the dead."  
32  And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked, while others 
said, "We will hear you again on this matter."  
33  So Paul departed from among them.  
34  However, some men joined him and believed, among them Dionysius the 
Areopagite, a woman named Damaris, and others with them.  
 

Note: Many teachers and scholars have viewed this passage as one of Paul’s great victories.  
Many point out the brilliance of his speech and argument.  Many point to this story as the 
manner in which modern evangelism should take place.  However, it seems that Paul came 
away from this with a different opinion. 
  
Question: What do you think about Paul’s method of Evangelism in this story?  Was this 
method similar to the method you use?  Is this method similar to the methods you’ve seen 
from others? 
 
Paul in Corinth 
 

Acts 18:1-4 
1  After these things Paul departed from Athens and went to Corinth.  
2  And he found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, who had recently come 
from Italy with his wife Priscilla (because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to 
depart from Rome); and he came to them.  
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3  So, because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them and worked; for by 
occupation they were tentmakers.  
4  And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded both Jews and 
Greeks.  

 
Acts 18:7-11 
7  And he departed from there and entered the house of a certain man named Justus, 
one who worshiped God, whose house was next door to the synagogue.  
8  Then Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his 
household. And many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed and were baptized.  
9  Now the Lord spoke to Paul in the night by a vision, "Do not be afraid, but speak, and 
do not keep silent;  
10  for I am with you, and no one will attack you to hurt you; for I have many people in 
this city."  
11  And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among 
them.  

 
Note: There was a huge difference in Paul’s Evangelistic efforts in Corinth, compared to Athens.  
After speaking at the Areopagus, some mocked what Paul was saying, so it is recorded that 
Paul, “departed from among them”.  Although, in Corinth many believed, causing Paul to stay 
18 months, “teaching the word of God among them.” 
 
The question must be asked, “What made the difference?”  By reading these two stories we see 
that Paul did things in similar fashion, but he had greater success in Corinth than he did in 
Athens. 
 
“Power” made the difference! 
 

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
1  And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or of 
wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God.  
2  For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified.  
3  I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling.  
4  And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,  
5  that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.  
 

Note: Power made all the difference in the world.  In Athens, Paul was not very successful in his 
evangelistic endeavors because he simply attempted to present a better argument, instead of 
displaying the power of God.  Paul’s discourse at the Areopagus was a speech of impeccable 
quality.  Although his “reasoning” was flawless in content and presentation, it lacked the power 
of demonstration.  
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Paul found out then what we are realizing today, if people are not converted by the 
demonstration of the power of God, they may never become disciples of Christ.   God’s miracle 
working power as shown through the gifts of the Spirit is the determining factor in our 
evangelistic efforts.  Without the power and presence of God we can never be assured that our 
efforts will bear fruit as God would want them to. 
 
Question: After looking at the story in Acts 17 and comparing it to Acts 18 and 1 Corinthians 2, 
are you rethinking Evangelism and what it is to look like?  If yes, why?  If no, why? 
 
God will give us what we need- JUST ASK! 
 

Luke 11:11-13 
11  If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he 
asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish?  
12  Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?  
13  If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!"  

 
Note: Here Jesus tells us that in order for us to receive the Holy Spirit all we have to do is ask.  
The Holy Spirit is the One who brings the gifts and power needed to win the lost, and to 
integrate them into the Kingdom of God.  We must learn to ask the Father for the Holy Spirit to 
accompany us as we go and win the lost. 
  

Matthew 7:11 
If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!  
 

Note: Matthew states this a bit different, but still stays true to the overall message.  The 
message is this, all that we need is there just for the asking.  When engaged in evangelism we 
need to ask the Father for the Holy Spirit and His gifts, and anything and everything needed in 
order to truly make disciples. 
 

James 4:2-3 
2  You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and 
war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask.  
3  You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your 
pleasures.  

 
Note: Notice what it is that keeps God from answering these prayers.  When it is simply for our 
own pleasure, God is not required to answer this type of prayer.  Although a prayer offered on 
behalf of the souls of others God WILL answer.  When we seek the Holy Spirit, and the gifts and 
power of the Spirit in order to bring souls into the Kingdom, this is the type of prayer that God 
will answer. 
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Question: Have you ever felt as if you didn’t have what it takes to properly Evangelize?  Have 
you ever felt afraid to Evangelize?  Have you ever felt as if you would fail at Evangelism?  If you 
answered yes to any of these, have you ever prayed about it? 
 
Conclusion 
 

2 Peter 3:9 
The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is 
longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to 
repentance. 

 
Note: God wants souls to come into His Kingdom.  This is so important to God that He gave us 
His only Son, Jesus.  Since God was willing to give Jesus as He did, we must understand that God 
will give us the Holy Spirit, the gifts, the power, His presence, and anything else we need to win 
souls and integrate them into the Kingdom.  We must learn to ask for all that is needed to win 
souls.  Once asked for we must believe that we have received, and then act upon those things 
we asked for. 
 
God wants to make each of us into Powerful Evangelists.  Are you ready and willing to stretch 
yourself into this?  You have what it takes because you have the Spirit of Christ within you.  He 
will strengthen you and give you what you need to become a great Evangelist. 


